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TO THE BEADEB. 



Gentle Reader: — ^Tlie Athenian bride pluck- 
ed with her own hands the violets, or roses, or 
what other flowers were to form her wedding- 
garland : so did the Roman maiden, gathering 
from holy ground the vervain for her bridal 
crown : and their bridegrooms, too, crowned 
both their own heads and the doors of the new 
homes into which they received their brides, 
with like chaplets of flowers. The Church, ever 
wont to see in such innocent and beautiful cus- 
toms the first dawnings which preceded the ris- 
ing of her own brighter light, gladly preaerv^<L 
this rite too, only taking tYve ctowkv^ ^JoX^^'^^ 
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own holy hands that she might herself place 
them, truly consecrated, on the heads of her 
newly married children. Perhaps the custom, 
long continued in the Latin church, still lin- 
gers in the vallies of Switzerland : at least, it 
is yet retained by the Greek church, whose 
minister still puts the crown — of mjrrtle or of 
olive — on the head of the bride and bridegroom 
with the solemnest form of benediction, add- 
ing, as he joins their hands. The Lord your 
God crown you with glory and honour. And 
if, with a wisely austere simplicity, our own 
Church has not given us this form in her 
ritual, not the less has she striven in that holy 
service to imbue our hearts with the spirit of 
it : therefore it seemed to me not unfitting that 
when the bridal train was going forth from my 
house, and I would accompany it with some 
memorial token of love lasting, and ever to 
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last, where duty was now fulfilled or trans- 
ferred to more serviceable hands than mine — 
it seemed not unfitting, not forbidden by the 
Church to one of her sons, that he should ga- 
ther a wreath from her own garden planted in 
our land, nor that he should mix with her holy 
flowers others from the neighbouring meadows 
of Poesy and Philosophy, where, not without 
her life-giving influence, the flowers of English 
piety and wisdom and learning bloom with un- 
fading beauty. Some of these I have plucked 
where they first grew, and caring less whether 
they were common than whether they were 
pleasant to the eye, and of fragrant smell; 
others from that ground whither I had before 
transplanted their roots, or sown their seeds. 
None can I call properly my own ; and happy 
shall I be if it prove not that my rude hands 
have marred the delicate XAo^om at Xsv^^ ^^ 
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some flower of which every stem and leaf is 
precious : happier stiU, if this bridal wreath, 
accepted by those for whom it was first twined, 
shall be deemed worthy of like honour by thee, 
Gentle Reader, whoever thou art, of my coun- 
trymen and countrywomen, to whom I now 
present it. ' If I have done well, and as is fit- 
ting, it is that which I desired: but if slenderly 
and meanly, it is that which I could attain 
unto.' 

Gentle Reader, I bid thee farewell : 

Thy loving servant, 

Edward Strachrt. 
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SOLEMNIZATION OF MATRIMONY. 



^ First the Banns of all that are to be married together 
must be published in the Church three several Sundays, 
during the time of Morning Service, or of Evening 
Service^ {if there be no Morning Servicet) immediateljf 
c^fter the Second Lesson ; the Curate tajfing after the 
accustomed manner, 
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publish the Banns of come into the body of the 
Marriage between M, of Church with their friends 
and N. of . If and neighbours : and 



any of you know cause, or there standing together, 

just impediment, whythese the Man on the right 

two persons should not be hand, and the Woman on 

joined together in holy the left, the Priest shall 

Matrimony, ye are to de- say, 

Clare it. This is the first J\EARI.Y beloved, we 

[second, or third] time of \J are gathered together 

asking. here in the sight of God, 

t And if the persons that ^^ »° ^*^« ^^^eof thU con- 

are to be married dwell gregation, to join together 

in divers Parishes, the this Man and this W oman 

Banns must be asked in !» ^"^^J Matrimony ; which 

both Parishes; and the is an honourable estate m- 

Curate of the one Parish sUtuted of God in the time 

shall not solemnize Ma. of man's mnocency, signi- 

trimony betwixt them, ^y»?8 unto us the mystical 

without a CerHficate of unwn that is betwixt Christ 

the Banns being thrice ^^ ^'\^^l''^^J 7*^»^^ 
asked,from the Curate of holy estoteChnst adorned 
the other Parish. "^^ beautifiedwith his pre- 

sence, and first miracle 
% At the day and time ap- that he wrought, in Cana 
pointed for solemnization of Galilee; and \& ^waa.- 
of Matrimony, the per- m&xA^ ol ^^tX ^«x^ '^'^^ 
Mfis io be married shaVL be Yvoiio\««i3c^^ ^s$tfswg> ''^^ 
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men : and therefore is not shew any just cause, why 

by any to bp enterprised, they may not lawfully be 

nor taken in hand, unad- joined together, let him 

visedly,lightly,or wantonly, now speak, or else hereaf- 

to satisfy men's carnal ter for ever hold his peace, 

luste and appetites, Uke ^ j^ ^^ speaking unto 

brute beasts that have no ^^^ ,^ ^^^ ,^^^ ^ 

understendmg; but reve- married, he shall say, 
rently,discreetly,adYisedly, ^ „ . ^ , 
soberly, and in the fear of T pY'^^'^ ^^ c.^^'ge y^^ 
God; duly considering the \ both, as ye will answer 
causes for which Matri- at the dreadful day of judge- 
mony was ordained. "f ^* "^^l *^J secrets of 
First, It was ordained jj hearts shall be disclosed, 
for the procreation of child- ^^^^]^ either of you know 
ren, to be brought up in ^'^y impediment why ye 
the fear and nurture of the ^^YJ^^^ be lawfully joined 
Lord, and to the praise of together in Matnmony, ye 
his holy Name do now confess it. For be 
Secondly, It 'was ordain- y^ ^^^^ assured, that lo 
ed for a remedy against '""^y ^ ""^ coupled toge- 
•in,and to avoid fo?nica. ther otherwise than God's 
tion ; that such peraons as W*>'d doth allow are not 
have not the gift of conti- J^^.^^d together by God; 
nency might marry, and neither is their Matnmony 
keep themselves undefiled lawful, 
members of Christ's body. ^ At which day of Mar- 
Thirdly, It was ordained riage, if any man do 
for the mutual society, help, alledge and declare any 
and comfort, that the one impediment, why they 
ought to have of the other, may not be coupled toge- 
both in prosperity and ad- ther in Matrimony, by 
versity. Ood*s Law, or the Laws 
Into which holy estate of this Realm ; and will 
these two persons present be bound, and svffideiU 
come DOW to be joined. sureties with him, to the 
Therefore if any man can jMirties ; or eUe put in a 
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Caution {to the fuU value 
of such charges as the 
persons to be married do 
thereby sustain) to prove 
his allegation : then the 
solemnization must be de- 
ferred, until such time as 
the truth be tried, 

% If no impediment be al- 
ledgedf then shaU the 
Curate say unto the Man, 

M, TT7ILT thou have 
W this Woman to 
thy wedded wife, to live 
together after God's ordi- 
nance in the holy estate of 
Matrimony ? Wilt thou 
love her, comfort her, ho- 
nour, and keep her in sick- 
ness and in health; and, 
forsaking all other, keep 
thee only unto her, so long 
as ye both shall live ? 

% The Man shall answer, ' 

I will. 

^ Then shall the Priest say 
unto the Woman, 

N. IIT'ILT thou have 
VV this Man to thy 
wedded husband, to live 
together after God's ordi- 
nance in the holy estate of 
Matrimony? Wilt thou 
obey him, and serve him, 
Jore, boDoar,and keep him 



in sickness and in health ; 
and, forsaking all other, 
keep thee only unto him, 
so long as ye both shall 
live? 

^ The Woman shall answer, 

I will. 

t Then shall the Minister 
9ay, 

Who giveth this Woman to 
be married to this Man ? 

^ Then shall they give their 
troth to each other in this 
manner. 

The Minister, receiving the 
Woman at her father's or 
friend's hands, shall cause 
the Man with his right 
hand to take the Woman 
by her right hand, and to 
say after him asfolloweth, 

IM. take thee N. to my 
wedded wife, to have 
and to hold from this day 
forward, for better for 
worse, for richer for poorer, 
in sickness and in health, 
to love and to cherish, till 
death us do part, according 
to God's holy ordinance; 
and thereto I plight thee 
my troth. 

^'Then shall th«\j V.wi%fc\\N«w 
hands •, oixA iKeWoTMv©., 
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ing the Man by his right 
hand, ihall likewise say, 
after the Minister, 

IN. take thee M. to my 
wedded husband, to 
have and to hold from this 
day forward, for better for 
worse, for richer for poorer, 
in sickness and in health, 
to love, cherish, and to 
obey, till death us do part, 
according to God's holy 
ordinance; and thereto I 
give th^ my troth. 

^ Then shall they again 
loose their hands; and 
the Man shall give unto 
the Woman a Ring, lay- 
ing the same upon the 
book with the accustomed 
duty to the Priest and 
Clerk, And the Priest, 
taking the Ring, shall 
deliver it unto the Man, 
to put it upon the fourth 
finger of the Woman's 
left hand. And the Man 
holding the Ring there, 
and taught by the Priest, 
shall say, 

WITH this Ring I thee 
wed, with my body I 
thee worship, and with all 
my worldly goods I thee 
endow: In the Name of 
t^e Father, and of the Son, 



and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

% Then the Man leaving the 
Ring upon the fourth 
finger of the Woman's 
left hand they shall both 
kneel down ; and the Mi- 
nister shall say. 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, Creator 
and Preserver of all 
mankind, Giver of all spi- 
ritual grace, the Author of 
everlasting life; Send thy 
blessing upon these thy ser- 
vants, this Man and this 
Woman, whom we bless in 
thy Name ; that, as Isaac 
and Rebecca lived faith- 
fully together, so these per- 
sons may surely perform 
and keep the vow and co- 
venant betwixtthem made, 
(whereof this Ring given 
and received is a token and 
pledge,) and may ever re- 
main in perfect love and 
peace together, and live 
according to thy laws; 
through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 

% Then shall the Priest join 
their right hands toge- 
ther, and say. 

Those w\\om Go^ toXJcv 
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joined together, let no man 
put asunder. 

% Then shall the Minister 
speak unto the people. 

FORASMUCH as M. 
and N. have consented 
together in holy wedlock, 
and have witnessed the 
same before God and this 
company, and thereto have 
given and pledged their 
troth either to other, and 
have declared the same by 
giving and receiving of a 
Ring, and by joining of 
hands; I pronounce that 
they be Man and Wife to- 
gether. In the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

% And the Minister shall 
add this Blessing, 

GOD the Father, God 
the Son, God the Holy 
Ghost, bless, preserve, and 
keep you; the Lord mer- 
cifully with his favour look 
upon you : and so fill you 
with all spiritual benedic- 
tion and grace, that ye may 
so live together in this life, 
that in the world to come 
ye may have life everlast- 
ing. Amen. 

f Then the Minister or 
Cierks, going to the Lord' & 



Tablet shall say or sing 
this Psalm following. 

Beati omnes. Psal. cxxviii. 

BLESSED are all they 
that fear the Lord : 
and walk in his ways. 

For thou shalt eat the la- 
bour of thine hands : O well 
is thee, and happy shalt 
thou be. 

Thy wife shall be as the 
fruitful vine : upon the 
walls of thine house ; 

Thy children like the 
olive-branches round about 
thy table. 

Lo, thus shall the man 
be blessed : that feareth the 
Lord. 

The Lord from out of 
Sion shall so bless thee: 
that thou shalt see Jeru- 
salem in prosperity all thy 
life long ; 

Yea, that thou shalt see 
thy children's children : 
and peace upon Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, 

4rc. 

As it was in the begin- 
ning, 8fc. 

^ Or this Psalm. 
Deus misereatur. Ps. Ixvii. 
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countenance, and be mer- 
ciful unto J18. 

That thy way may be 
known upon earth : thy 
saving health among aU 
nations. 

Let the people praise 
thee, O God : yea, let all 
the people praise thee. 

O let the nations rejoice 
and be glad : for thou shalt 
judge the folk righteously, 
and govern the nations up- 
on earth. 

Let the people praise 
thee, O God: yea, let all 
the people praise thee. 

Then shall the earth 
bring forth her increase : 
and God, even our own 
God, shall give us his bless- 
ing. 

God shall bless us : and 
all the ends of the world 
shall fear him. 

Glory be to the Father, 
4rc. 

As it was in the begin- 
ning, 8fc. 

% The Psalm ended, and the 
Man and the Woman 
kneeling: before the Lord's 
Table, the Priest stand- 
ing at the Table, and 
turning his face towards 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 



Answer. Christ, have 
mercy upon us. 

Minister. Lord, have 
mercy upon us. 

OUR Father, Vhich art 
in heaven. Hallowed be 
thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done in 
earth. As it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses. As we forgive 
them that trespass against 
us. And lead us not into 
temptation ; But deliver us 
from evil. Amen. 

Minister. O Lord, s^ive 
thy servant, and thy hand- 
maid ; 

Ariswer. Who put their 
trust in thee. 

Minister. O Lord, send 
them help from thy holy 
place ; 

Answer. And evermore 
defend them. 

Minister. Be unto them 
a tower of strength. 

Answer. From the face 
of their enemy. 

Minister. O Lord, hear 
our prayer. 

Answer. And let our cry 
come unto thee. 
Minister. 

OGod of Abraham, God 
of Isaac, God o^ ^wiofe. 
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bless these thy servants, and to thy praise and honour; 

sow the seed of eternal life through Jesus Christ our 

in their hearts; that what- Lord. Amen, 

soever in thv holy Word >^ ^ j u u -.u --i. 

they shaU p^fitably learn, H £ ' '"'° J^ ^^ «"*,; 

they may ta deed fulfil the ,V ty power hast made all 

same. Look, O Lord, mer- thmgsof nothmgjwhoalso 

eifuUy upon tiiemfromhea. ^^" °*/', ^"'B' »«*''' 

yen, and bless them. And order) didst appoint, that 

as thou didst send thy bless- f »* »' »»? (created alter 

•ng upon Abmham and Sa- ^""f """ image and si mi- 

Yah, to their great comfort. J*"''') *°'^"' «hou d uke 

so vouchsafe to send thy ^" "^""'"^ ^t"*^' *!?!': 

blessing upon these thy ser- !'°«k*.^T-. I fi' '"^' 

vantsi that they obeying Jf^*'*^"!' '*^}^ "T' 

thy will. and alway being in ^ '"'*"' *° P k'm".''^ 

safety under thy protection, *"^ "•'?'° *°» ^^ «""- 

may abide in thy love unto 5?°?? •'^f^' ""'^ °"«= O 

theirlives- end ; through Je- f^^'T,"" ^"* «>n>ecrated 

sus Christ our Lord. Amen. ">«'*•'* °' Matrimony to 

such an excellent mystery, 

H This Prayer next fotlow- that in it is signified and 

inffshallbeomitted^where represented the spiritual 

the Woman is past child- marriage and unity betwixt 

beanng. Christ and his Church; 

Merciful Lord, and Look mercifully upon these 

heavenly Father, by thy servants, that both this 

whose gracious gift man- man may love his wife, ac- 

kind is increased ; We be- cording to thy Word, (as 

seech thee, assist with thy Christ did love his spouse 

blessing these two persons, the Church, who gave him- 

that they may both be fruit- self for it, loving and che- 

ful in procreation of chil- rishing it even as his own 

dren, and also live together flesh,) and also that this 

so long in godly love and woman may be lovlu% ^\nAw \ 

honesty, that they may see amiBiVAe, \«jy.\>cvS.\:^. -mx^ Ock't- 

tbeir children christianly ^en\. to \\t\ \\w^«xv^\ >^ 
and virtuously brought up, m «CV\ c\\3\^X.ivca&> ^<^x\^ ^ ^ 
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and peace, be a follower to the Ephesians, the fifth 

of holy and godly matrons. Chapter,doth give this com- 

O Lord, bless them both, mandment to all married 

and grant them to inherit men ; Husbands, love your 

thy everlasting kingdom ; wives, even as Christ also 

through Jesus Christ our loved the Church, and gave 

Lord. Amen. himself for it, that he might 

^ Then shall the PHest $ay, sanctify and cleanse it with 

A LMIGHTY God, who ^^ewashingof water by the 

A at the beginning did Word ; that he might pre- 

create our fi«t parents, '^^'l^^^f^^f^"^^^^ 

Adam and Eve. Sid did S;'"^*;;^" ^^^^^^^^ S 

sanctify and join them to- ^^^ .^^ 

gether »« °^^^"^^J ^^^^^ be holy, and without ble- 

upon you the riches of his ^.^^^ ^o ought men to love 

grace, sanctify and bkss ^^^^ ^.^^^^ ^^^,^ ^^^ 

J^'''^^tJLTLt^^ bodies. He that loveth his 

him both m body and soul ^j^ loveth himself : forno 

To !ntn v?!fr H vp»' Pn/ ^^^ ^^cr yet hated his own 

love unto your lives end. ^^^^ but nourisheth and 

'^'^^' cherisheth it, even as the 

^ After which, if there be Lord the Church : for we 

no Sermon declaring the are members of his body, of 

duties of Man and Wife, Yi\% flesh, and of his bones. 

the Minister shall read as Yox this cause shall a man 

followeth. leave his father and mother, 

LL ye that are mar- and shall be joined unto his 

ried, or that intend to wife ; and they two shall 

take the holy estate of Ma- be one flesh. This is a 

trimony upon you, hear great mystery ; but I speak 

what the holy Scripture concerning Christ and the 

doth say as touching the Church. Nevertheless, let 

duty of husbands towards every one of you in parti- 

their wives, and wives to- cular so love his wife, even 

wards their husbands. as himself. 



A' 
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/ Saint Paul, in his Epistle Likew\se ttve «wtve ^«a\v\. 
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Paul, writing to the Co- Therefore as the Church is 

lossians, speaking thus to subject unto Christ, so let 

all men that are married ; the wiyes be to their own 

Husbands Jove your wives, husbands in every thing, 

and be not bitter against And again he saith, Let the 

them. wife see that she reverence 

Hear also what Saint her husband. 

Peter, the Apostle of Christ, And in his Epistle to the 

who was himself a married Colossians, Saint Paul giv- 

man, saith unto them that eth you this short lesson : 

are married ; Ye husbands. Wives, submit yourselves 

dwell with your wives ac- unto your own husbands, 

cording to knowledge; giv- as it is fit in the Lord, 

ing honour unto the \rife. Saint Peter also doth in- 

as unto the weaker vessel, struct you very well, thus 

and as being heirs together saying : Ye wives, be in 

of the grace of life, that subjection to your own bus- 

your prayers be not hin- bands; that, if any obey 

dered. not the Word, they also 

Hitherto ye have heard may without the Word be 

the duty of the husband to- won by the conversation of 

ward the wife. Now like- the wives ; while they be- 

wise, ye wives, hear and hold your chaste conver- 

leam your duties toward sation coupled with fear, 

your husbands, even as it Whose adorning, let it not 

is plainly set forth in holy be that outward adorning 

Scripture. of plaiting the hair, and of 

Saint Paul, in the afore- wearing of gold, or of put- 
named Epistle to the Ephe- ting on of apparel ; but let 
sians, teacheth you thus; it be the hidden man of the 
Wives, submit yourselves heart, in that which is not 
unto your own husbands, corruptible; even the orna- 
as unto the Lord. For the ment of a meek and quiet 
husband is the head of the spirit, which is in the sight 
wife, even as Christ is the of GodoC ^i^-aX \itSR&> ^^'^ 
headof the Church: and he aftei \.Yv\% uvvKcvet vcv ^^^R. 
is the Saviour of the body. o\A Wme \.\v^ VviVj ^soxs^^^ 
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also, who trusted in God, him lord ; whose daughters 

adorned themselves, being ye are as long as ye do well, 

in subjection unto their own and are not afraid with any 

husbands; even as Sarah amazement, 
obeyed Abraham, calling 

% It is convenient that the new-married persons should 
receive the holy Communion at the time of their 
Marriage, or at the first ojtportunity after their Mar- 
riage. 



\ 
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Thus saith the Lord God : 

I will also take of the highest branch of the high cedar, and 

will set it ; 
I will crop off from the top of his young twigs a tender one, 
And will plant it upon an high mountain and eminent; 
In the mountain of the height of Israel will I plant it : 
And it shall bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a goodly 

cedar; 
And under it shall dwell all fowl of every wing ; 
In the shadow of the branches thereof shall they dwell. 

EZBKIRL. 



A tree planted by the waters. 
And that spreadeth out her roots by the river ; 
And shall not see when heat cometh. 
But her leaf shall be green ; 
And shall not be careful in the year of drought. 
Neither shall cease from yielding fruit. 

Jbbsmiah. 
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UNDE SUFFICIAMUS AD ENARRANDAM FELICITATEM 
EJUS MATRIMONII, QUOD ECCLE9IA CONCILIAT, ET 
CONFIRMAT OBLATIO, ET 0BSI6NAT BENEDICTIO ; 
AN6ELI RENUNCIANT, PATER RATO HABET ! 

Te&tolliam. ad Uxou. Lib ii. c. ix. 

(quoted in Bingham.) 

I KNOW NOT HOW I CAN EXPRESS SUFFICIENTLY 
THE BLESSEDNESS OF THAT MARRIAGE WHICH THE 
CHURCH CONTRACTS, WHICH THE OBLATION AT THE 
ALTAR CONFIRMS, WHEREOF THE PRIESTLY BENE- 
DICTION IS TUB SIGN AND SEAL, WHICH IS AT- 
TESTED BY ANGELS, WHICH 18 FIXED AND RATIFIED 
BY THE FATHER OF ALL. 



/_ 



I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The Prayer Book is the true manual of a Chris- 
tian man in all conditions and stages of life. It 
provides for the morning and evening worship 
of God and instruction of the people, daily 
throughout the year ; for the acknowledgment 
of God's abiding protection and government 
of this our nation, of His building up of the 
Church by the Apostles and saints upon the 
foundation of the crucified and risen Saviour, 
of His institution of the sabbath wherein we 
may enter into rest and communion with 
Himself; for the arranging of all these in a 
wonderful order, that so, witnessing for Him 
who is the Lord of order and harmony, and 
who ruleth all things by law, giving the ' sun 

^ * Of Law there can be no less acknowledged than that her 
seat is th^ bosom of God, her voice the harmony of the world : 
all things in heaven and earth do Y«t Voxoasiji, '^^ N«ci>R»a^- 
as feeUng her care, amd the greaXeelL «a tlo\. ck«as^^R^ v«5saOv%s2t 
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for a light by day and the ordinances of the 
moon and of the stars for a light by night/ 
they may further His purpose of knitting 
together His elect in one communion and 
fellowship ; and lastly for the sanctifying of 
every condition of our earthly existence from 
the cradle to the grave — bringing us to the 
arms of Divine Love in helpless infancy, 
training us up in wayward childhood, strength- 
ening us in youth to enlist under the banner 
of the cross and to endure hardness as good 
soldiers of Christ, consecrating each new home 
and making it overflow with blessings, visiting 
the sick and dying, and bearing witness to 
them that among them too is the Lord of life 
present, and at the burial of the dead pro- 
claiming that this awful gloom does but hide 
for a moment the final triumph of the same 
Lord, who is the Resurrection and the Life, 
and in whom whosoever believeth shall never 
die.^ 

power : both angels and men and creatures of what condition 
soever, though each in di£ferent sort and manner, yet all with 
uniform consent, admiring her as the mother of their peace 
and joy.' Hooker, Ecc. Pol. I. xvi. [8.] 
J See note A at the end. 
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The harmony and proportion which exist 
in the different services of the Church — each 
with all, the occasional with the ordinary — 
are well worthy of note. It is apparent that 
the occasional services are all formed upon 
the groundwork of what may perhaps not im- 
properly be called the lesser litany,^ and 
which is itself incorporated into the daily ser- 
vices immediately after the Belief ; and it is by 
an exquisite expansion and adaptation of this 
that the fullest variety of prayer and praise, of 
instruction and benediction, which suit the 
several occasions, is combined with perfect 
unity. Or more truly might it be said that all 
this variety grows out of the central unity of 
our Prayer Book, as the living branches and 
foliage of a great and living tree. And 
while I must leave the farther consideration of 



^ The portion of the daily service which I mean — from the 
Belief to the end — ^is more accurately said to consist of the 
lesser litany, the prayers, and the collects : but as what we 
commonly call the litany has parts corresponding to all these, 
I have ventured for the more shortly expressing my meaning, 
^o enlarge a term which it appears was not ver^ ^x^^d^\v\ssNs^. 
See Pahner's Origincs Liturg. 1. ^a^»^^^. 
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this general harmony to my reader, only 
assuring him that the deepest and oftenest 
renewed meditation thereon will not be thrown 
away, but that it will open within him a foun- 
tain of life and beauty, ever pouring forth 
new and more abundant waters, I would crave 
his permission to pause a moment to notice 
how fitting is this image of a tree to the par- 
ticular service — of holy Matrimony — which 
we have here to do with. 

Reader! Hast thou drunk of the love of 
God's creation which abounds in the poetic 
writings of the inspired Hebrews, and caught 
something of the feeling with which they speak 
of trees in particular, and then, seeking thy 
native fields, learnt a lesson of the meaning of 
harmony, and unity, and life, by meditating 
upon some old oak or elm, such as stand age 
by age like guardian angels round many an 
English home — hast thou looked on ' those 
beauteous forms' till it was given thee to enter 
into 

' that blessed mood, 
In which the burden of the mystery, 
In which the heavy and the weary weight 
Of all this UQiiiteUigible world, 
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Is lightened : — ^that serene and blessed mood, 
In which the affections gently lead us on, — 
Until the breath of this corporeal frame 
And even the motion of our human blood 
Almost suspended, we are laid asleep 
In body, and become a living soul: 
While with an eye made quiet by the power 
Of harmony, and the deq) power of joy, 
We see into the life of things.* 

Perhaps thou knowest such a tree, which, 
planted by thine own forefathers, has remained 
while their generations have passed away like 
its leaves and left to it the possession of the 
inheritance in which they did but sojourn for 
a little time ; ^ which silently witnessed thine 
own sports in childhood, and with a presence 
and a power more mighty than any sound of 



Here daily do we sit. 



/ 



Thanks given to God for daily bread, and here 

Pondering the mischiefs of these restless times. 

And thinking of my Brethren, dead, dispersed. 

Or changed and changing, I not seldom gaze 

Upon this solemn Company unmoved 

By shock of circumstances, or lapse of years, 

Until I cannot but believe that they — 

They are in truth the Substance, we the Shado,^^' 

WotdawoTlih, L\uc% otv a"PoT\.Ta\\.. 
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words told thee in the midst of those sports of 
mysteries deeper than its own roots, higher 
than its head, and more lasting than its life ; 
and which reminds thee, as often as thou 
retumest to its shade in spirit or in bodily 
presence, of those who in planting it took 
thought for thee before thou wast bom, and of 
those for whom thou in like manner must leave 
the works of thy care and foresight, if thou 
wouldst be God's servant and be worthy to 
bear the name of a man. 

And now look if this Marriage service be 
not such a tree. Twelve hundred years has it 
been grovidng in EngHsh ground from the time 
it was planted by Augustine and his compa- 
nions ; ^ there was a homely English vigour in 



^ The Anglo-Saxon Liturgies, of which those of Salisbury 
and York were the chief, are modifications of the Sacramen- 
tary of Gregory, which was brought in by Augustine and his 
t companions at the end of the sixth and beginning of the 
seventh centuries. In the times between then and that of 
Edward VI. the several bishops made such variations in the 
several ' Oses' as they saw fit, and thus there was full liberty 
for the complete development of each part until the due season 
came for reuniting them all into one perfect whole — the very 
^oftrerand fruit of all— that from thencefortli the yiYioU Realm 
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the growth of its great limbs ; ^ and since it 
attained its perfect proportions and stature' it 
stands uninjured by the lightning and the 
storms which still pass over it, and spreads its 
ample shelter over all the families of our land. 
Here was the abode of thy parents and thy 
parents' parents ; here was it that they found 
the bonds of an earthly union sanctified 
and transfigured into the pledges and the 
means of eternal life to them and to their 
children ; here wast thou brought up on holy 
ground, and among holy influences which were 
ever comprehending thee though thou tookest 
no thought of them ; here thou art even now 
thyself pitching thy tent, under a tree whose 
leaf shall not fade nor its fruit be consumed 
— whose fruit is for meat and its leaf for 
medicine. 

And as of its history and symbolical signifi- 

might have bat one Use, as the preface to the Prayer Book 
says. Pahner, Orig. Liturg. I. 186. 

1 The Marriage service chiefly follows the Manuals of 
Salisbury and York, of which the exhortations and vows were 
in English — and good hearty English it is — while the prayers 
were in Latin. Palmer, Orig. Liturg. II. 208. 
s In our present Prayer Book. 
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cance, so of the structure of this service does 
this image of a tree afford the hest illustration. 
In most of the heautiful works of man — say a 
Grecian vase or temple — all the parts have a 
definite correspondence and proportion to each 
other, so that you can explain of any one of 
them why it and no other must be in the 
exact place it holds, and your mind completely 
grasps and comprehends the harmonious and 
beautiful work; but in the harmony and 
beauty of a tree there is something of the 
infinite, something which the mind cannot 
grasp, but which it admires with ever fresh 
wonder and delight. You cannot say why this 
great limb should spring from the trunk before 
the others, or why those should branch out 
into more numerous or more varied boughs, or 
why there should not be as much beauty and 
strength if there were more or fewer branches 
in the whole, or by what measure the countless 
myriads of leaves have been lavished upon it. 
All you know is that it stands in perfect 
beauty and majesty ; that the more minutely 
you examine each part, even to the structure of 
the smallest leaf, the more proofs do you find 
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that every part is completely organized accord- 
ing to a law, and quickened by a life working 
in obedience to that law, so that each part is 
in itself a perfect whole ; and that the more 
you open your mind to receive its entire im- 
pression the more you feel and see that there is 
a harmony in all this variety, a unity which 
holds together all the parts, and makes out of 
them a still more perfect, organized, living 
whole. And just thus must we contemplate 
this service of holy Matrimony if we would 
hope really to enter into its spirit. We cannot 
tell why all the several parts should be exactly 
where they are, why the place of this and that 
collect or exhortation might not have been a 
little altered, or why at different times some 
such alterations have actually been made ; but 
we may examine every such portion, nay, every 
sentence and even word, and we shall find at 
every fresh examination new marks of truth 
and beauty and perfect adaptation to the sub- 
ject, and so by degrees ascending to the appre- 
hension of the meaning of the whole service, 
we shall, I am well assured, find that it too 
exhibits something of the mfai\\i&, %xA\^^»s^ 
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no doubtful signs of the hand of Him who is 
not less the Lord and Giver of Life in the 
ordinances of His Church than in the works 
of creation. To point out some of these 
beauties for the sake of their practical truth and 
importance, and so to induce others to seek for 
more of the same treasure for themselves, is 
what I propose in the following pages. 

II. 

OF THE PUBLICATION OF BANNS. 

It is true, that ' the interest which the state 
has in the appropriation of one woman to one 
man, and the civil obligations therefrom 
resulting, form an altogether distinct consi- 
deration' from that of the ' great mystery' of 
Christian marriage. But though distinct not 
separate : for while on the one hand the Church 
was the very root and sap from which and by 
which this English nation had its first beginning, 
so on the other hand the ministers of the Church 
have from the first been recognized by the state 
as an incorporated and organic part of itself, 
and latrusted, like the several other institu- 
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tions of the country, with the discharge of spe- 
cific national and civil functions. Recognized 
and employed, I say, hy the state, and not 
merely by this or that individual king or legis- 
lator, for no national institutions, at least in 
England, have been so made by mortal hands, 
nor could have lasted if they had been. That 
which makes a Nation out of wild and barba- 
rous tribes, is its having given to it a heart like 
that of a man (as the Prophet Daniel says), 
and where this heart is, there is a progressive 
growth and development of the nation in 
conformity with the laws of reason and 
righteousness. The good and the wise of 
each following age seek diligently to under- 
stand what the real manner of that growth is, 
and what things may encourage or do harm to it, 
and they labour to foster and to protect it 
accordingly, while the bad distort and mar its 
growth by their passions and their ignorance : 
but if the latter have not destroyed it, neither 
have the former created it, as indeed they 
themselves have always borne witness; their 
hearts have been but the several pulses of its 
heart; their wisdom the se\et«X. ^sA ^\i5i5ifc'5»- 
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sive expressions of its mind, and this mind of 
the nation itself the reflex of the mind of God. 
And since this heart and mind of our nation 
have thus gradually organized and adapted our 
institutions — not to meet any theory of indivi- 
duals but — to provide for the practical wants of 
the times, it has occurred that the men, or bo- 
dies of men, who discharge the duties of each 
institution have a direct self- interest' in those 
duties over and above their interest in the 
well-being of the whole nation. Thus it has 
come about that while all are really benefitted 
by the existence of law and order, the mainte- 
nance of these is in the hands of those who 
from the possession of property have a direct 
interest in orderly government, independently 
of the common good ; so the regulation of 
taxes, and consequently of commerce, is in the 
hands of those who live by trade, and who con- 
sequently will for their own sakes regulate 
them to the best of their ability ; so lastly the 
offices of solemnizing marriage, educating the 
people, and publicly acknowledging God as the 
Lord and King of the nation, are most fitly 
devolved on the clergy of the Church, who by 
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their Christian faith and Catholic orders are 
akeady pledged, by the most binding of all 
sanctions, to fulfil the same duties even if the 
state required them not. Hence our laws 
look on the solemnization of marriage by a 
minister of the Church as the proper constitu- 
tional method, which needs no addition to make 
it effectual for all civil purposes, and without 
which they will recognize no marriage except 
by way of toleration and under special civil 
control and oversight;^ and the Church, 
feeling no contradiction in its two-fold cha- 
racter, does upon this, as on other occasions, 
require that persons coming to be married 
should be under no impediment from ffyt 
lotDtf 0f tfyii realm, no less than from the 
law of God. 

Yet in this, as in all other things, it has 

^ The dissenters' chapel must be registered, and the r^s- 
trar most be present to witness and register the marriage, or it 
will not be valid in law. The parish church and priest need 
no such adjuncts: nor is this difference destroyed by the restric- 
tions of Lord Hardwicke's Marriage Act, though they tell a 
humiliating tale of the condition into which the Church sunk 
in the last century, for lack of spiritual life and ecclesla&ticAJL 
discipline. 



4 OF THE PUBLICATION OF BANNS. 

been hard to keep the due proportion and har- 
mony; and we know that even now we are 
only struggling to emerge out of that long 
period of coldness and materialism during 
which the Church has been almost exclusively 
thought of as an estate of the realm, and 
classed among other national corporations and 
institutions, while its far higher character, as 
the sacramental body which is the channel of 
divine life to us all in every personal and social 
condition, and the means by which we enter 
into communion with God in Christ, has been 
well nigh forgotten. Hence we are even now 
only gradually realizing the latter meaning 
and import of this Marriage service, and if 
the practice has nearly ceased (as I believe it 
has) of reading only just as much as was neces- 
sary to make the marriage legal, there is still 
a very general notion that at least the rules 
for the 9u!blicatian of Maxmi are mere legal 
forms, which may most properly be replaced by 
the equally legal licence. But a little consi- 
deration of the solemn and peremptory language 
of the rubric, and of the historical fact that 
tbia pudiic proclamation (as the word signifies) 
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is, as far as is known, as old as Christianity 
itself/ shows us that it is not so. Read the 
^ttUut (to which we are coming immediately), 
and then ask yourself whether it is not more 
dignified, more agreeable to this ' honourable 
estate,' more suitable to a union entered on by 
Christian persons in the sight and fear of God, 
that it should be thus avowed openly ' in the 
face of the congregation,' than huddled up 
under cover of a licence, which, as its very 
name imports, is only fitting on special emer- 
gencies. I believe that before long the grow- 
ing reverence for marriage as an ordinance of 
the Church will make marriages by licence 
almost as rare as those by special licence in 
private houses. And truly the decay of this 
latter practice is no small blessing, no unim- 
portant token of the favour of God to this coun* 
try when we least deserved it. How social 
demoralization and degradation were fostered 
by it during the last century we may see 
vividly portrayed in the writings of one of 
the great moralists of that day ^ who doubtless 

* Wheatly on the Book of Common Prayer, chap. K. v. 1. 
3 Richardson. See his Sir GKarUt QTaaaL%»ou. '^CtifcMsaa ^'^ 
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did good service against the vices he so sted- 
fastly and religiously comhatted : how all 
thoughts and feelings regarding marriage are 
purified, ennobled, hallowed by its celebration 
in the house of God — where we were first 
received into the fold of Christ, where we still 
come to worship and enter into communion 
with our Heavenly Father and to learn His 
will, where we trust that it will one day be 
declared of us that we have entered into our 
heavenly rest — may be proved indeed to the 
understanding by showing that our imagina- 
tion is just as real, and demands to be as much 
addressed, as any other faculty of the mind, but 
may be most effectually learnt by listening in 
silence to the voice of our own hearts. 

III. 

THE PREFACE, OR GENERAL EXHORTATION. 

Here we have proof of that perfect structure 
of the parts of this service : — every sentence, 

the whole book may be said to have its key note in the pas- 
sages arguing for marriages in church and against ' cham- 
ber mam'agea, ' Vol. IV, Jetter xiv. Vol. VI. letter xliv. 
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every word, sparkles with light and life, as 
will he clear if we examine a few of them, 
fiearls l^tXahttSf at once tells us of that love 
which is the hond of the Church with its 
Head and of its memhers with each other, and 
connects this service with those more familiar 
ones in which the minister addresses us hy the 
like title : in ffyt iifjfyt af ^aits atOi ixi t^t face 0f 
tfyii tatifsctuatiatif declares the solemnity of our 
proceeding, and what need there is that it 
should he ahle to bear the full light of day, not 
only in the making, but also in the keeping, of 
the covenant, seeing that such are its wit- 
nesses: Hols ^atrimnni;^ reminds us that 
' the bond of wedlock hath been always more 
or less esteemed of as a thing religious and 
sacred; the title which the very heathens 
themselves do thereunto oftentimes give is 
holy ; those rites and orders which were insti- 
tuted in the solemnization of marriage, the 
Hebrews term by the name of conjugal 
Sanctifications,* ^ Marriage is called an 
^itatt (and the name is repeated again and 



/ 



1 Hooker, Ecc. "Po\.\ .1^. V^.^ 
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again with an emphasis to which we should the 
more take heed because the word is almost in 
disuse through our forgetfulness of its highest 
meanings) to set forth that it is a constituted, 
organic, incorporate union in which man and 
woman become really and spiritually one, and 
no longer two individuals: and this is confirmed 
by reference to God's words at its original 
institution, and to that mfiiftical nnian httSBi^ 
^^rM atOr W^ Cl^urcl^ of which it is the type. 
And there seems to be a still farther force in 
those words St l»aij Mtitatttt in l^t timt at 
mim'i innatmqi. Milton gives outward form 
and place to his ideal of human life by embo- 
dying it in an image of Adam and Eve in Para- 
dise, because that was ' the time of man's 
innocency/ when the ideal beauty and glory 
of this earthly existence were not yet marred 
by sin nor faded by reason of their own tran- 
sitoriness : and so marriage still brings to each 
of us an earthly Paradise with its ideal joys and 
hopes, its sunshine and flowers, and its 
thoughts and feelings 



* drawn 

' Fivm May-time and the cheerful da^m,' 



and the glory which was round this earth in 
our childhood once more returns to gladden 
our hearts.^ But while the Church thus sanc- 
tions these dreams of earthly bliss, and recog- 
nizes the season of imagination and romance 
as having its fit time in which it is not abhor- 
rent from her own life and kingdom of eternal 
reality, she yet remembers that they have but 
a shadowy and transient being, offering us no 
abiding rest, but soon necessarily to give place 
to the wintry clouds and storms of the world ;' 
and therefore she hastens to tell of the sub- 

^ My Beloved spake, and said unto me. 
Rise up, my Love, my fair one, and come away. 
For lo, the winter is past. 
The rain is over and gone ; 
The flowers appear on the earth ; 
The time of the singing of birds is come, 
And the voice of the turtle is heard in our land ; 
The fig treeputteih forth her green figs, 
And the vines with the tender grapes give a good smell. 
Arise, my Love, my fair one, and come away. 

Song of Songs, ii, 10 — 13. 

3 So Shakspeare — ever faithful to the truth of things — 
makes Borneo and Juliet find the perfect ideal of human life 
in wedlock ; but an ideal which cannot but fade and pass 
away as soon as it has ap^^eaxedk.. 
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stance which casts these shadows, the original 
of which they are the fading though fair copies 
— even l^t myi^tital ttnian t^at i^ %ttSBiyt 
Cl^rii^t anlr W^ Cfjurdb— that so all Married 
Persons, holding fast to that as the pillar and 
ground of their own union, may find it un- 
shaken amidst all the changes and trials under 
which mere human ties must soon give way. 
That it is an "^ononrMt and l^olji itSitutt is 
farther shown by the commendation of Saint 
Paul, and the higher and more marked com- 
mendation of our Lord when He tCtSamtts uxCts 
htnnti&tts it l»it|i ^ii prt^tntt anH fir it mCra' 
tie t^at ^t l»r0U^t in Cana af Galilee. And 
seeing that it is thus honorable, the Church 
proceeds with glowing eloquence to warn us 
that it tbtxtiart ii not h^ anji to ht tnttVM 
pviit^Sf not UCktn in'^KntS, un^hiiiMyi^lisW^* 
0r I»ant0nl2?, ta iKtiiiyi mtn'i carnal lujiti^ anlr 
a^pttitti, like ^brtttf "betim t|iat "^sLhe na utitser' 
itKntslns;hnt xthetentlTSiftSiicveetltif tCtshiietslTsi, 
iahetlQ, anlr in tfye feat at ^aits. But here 
it may be asked, how can that be taken ill 
hand ' discreetly* and ' advisedly' of which 
t^e noblest foundation and beginning are 
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described, alike by poets and philosophers, as 
a passion ' at first sight,' ^ as ' a momentary 
act of volition,' ' as such that ' that kind of love 
which is the perfectest ground of wedlock is 
seldom able to yield any reason of itself.^ ' One 
of these hints at the answer when he says, 
'that moment may have been prepared by 
previous esteem, admiration, or even affec- 
tion:' and still more clearly when he else- 
where exclaims, ' Do you in good earnest 
aim at dignity of character ? By all the trea- 
sures of a peaceful mind, by all the charms of 
an open countenance, I conjure you, O youth ! 
turn away from those who live in the twilight 
of vice and virtue. Are not reason, discrimi- 
nation, law, and deliberate choice, the distin- 
guishing characters of humanity? Can ought 
then worthy of a human being proceed from a 
habit of soul, which would exclude all these 
and (to borrow a metaphor from Paganism) 
prefer the den of Trophonius to the temple and 
oracles of the God of light? Can anything 
manly, I say, proceed from those who for 



^ Shakspeare. ^ Coleni^<&. ^ lEL<v^^. 
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law and light would substitute shapeless feel- 
ings, sentiments, impulses, which as far as 
they diflfer from the vital workings in the brute 
animals owe their difference to their former 
connexion with the proper virtues of humanity : 
as dendrites derive the outlines, that constitute 
their value above other clay-stones, from the 
casual neighbourhood and pressure of the 
plants, the names of which they assume ? 
Remember, that love itself in its highest 
earthly bearing, as the ground of the mar- 
riage union, becomes love by an inward fiat of 
the will, by a completing and sealing act of 
moral election, and lays claim to permanence 
only under the form of duty.'* Every one 
who has studied the operations of his own 
mind, knows that in all the higher and more 
important determinations of his will there 
is so much of likeness to the image of his 
Maker that he can — ^nay must — in some de- 
gree say ' It shall be, and it is good that it 
be, because I will it' And though only in 
as far as that will has been previously trained 



' AAda to Eeflection, p. 28. 
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and disciplined in habits of temperance, and 
reason, and conformity to a Higher Will, is 
it possible that its determination and choice 
at any particular moment should be good 
instead of utterly bad ; ^ yet, having been so 



1 I qaote the followiog passage in illustration of what I have, 
I fear very obscurely, here said of the will : the connection 
may not be obvious, but the thoughtful reader will find it real 
and important. * We make prayer the utterance of the will 
and the reason of man. We consider it their highest and 
most perfect utterance ; that in which, and in which alone, 
they fully realize themselves. What the human will is we 
can understand from no terms and definitions of logic. They 
can only express one half of its meaning, for they can only 
describe it by its intrinsic properties ; whereas its essential 
characteristic is, that it is ever going out of itself. They can 
only describe it at rest; whereas it only is while it acts. 
But in prayer we can know truly and safely what the will 
is ; prayer expounds to us its inmost nature ; prayer sub- 
stantiates it, and proves that to be the greatest reality 
which seems in language to be the greatest contradiction. 
The will gives itself up that it may be itself. It dies that 
it may enjoy life. In acknowledging another will as the only 
will, it attains its own freedom ; even as in trying to have a being 
of its own, it becomes a slave. ' Father not my will but 
thine.* When do we behold the human will in such perfec- 
tion, in such distinctness of life and power as in these 
awful words? And it is the same with that organ which 
beholds as with that which delenmne^, 'wv^ ^-a^. ■^Xia.Oa.'SA'^'^ 
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trained, its intuitive decisions prove wise and 
rational on matters, which, because they are so 
weighty, the understanding would vainly try to 
measure and judge of. And hence we may be 
sure (and daily experience bears witness of the 
fact) that those whose hearts are purified 
and elevated by such a reverent and religious 
contemplation of the duties and dignity of 
marriage as the Church here commends, will 
not, and do not, in that final and ' momentary 
act of volition*, fix their choice upon any base 
and unworthy object. They prove that their 
love is reason, though it may be unable to 
give any. ^ 

The Church next proceeds to explain the 
nature of this Christian discretion, by setting 

forth t^t tKuiti tor faoit^U^ M^tximnnyi l»au( 
axtssLintts. 
The first of these is, that so children may 



seat of wisdom, as with that which is the source of action. This 
only knows itself when it forgets itself; this only sees while the 
sense of sight is lost in the object of it. Accordingly the rea- 
son also finds its deepest meaning and expression in worship.' 
Maurice's Kingdom of Christ, Vol. II. pp. 35, 36. 2nd Edit. 
See note B at the end. 
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both be born, and brought up in the fear and 
nurture of the Lord, and to the praise of His 
holy Name. 

The perfection of being— from the highest 
to the lowest — is the production of its like, 
the living again in another self. The plant 
which naturally perishes as soon as it has 
ripened the seeds by which it is to reproduce 
itself next spring, will, if it be prevented from 
flowering, live on beyond its appointed term 
by the inward force of this fundamental law 
of its existence. We trace the same law work- 
ing through all animated nature : in man's 
deep longing for offspring, in the mother's love 
to her infant, we see it manifested in its highest 
finite operation; while the Church leads us 
into that holy of holies where in silent ado- 
ration we may behold the very ground of that 
law, in the ineffable mystery of the Holy Tri- 
nity — the Father abiding in eternal communion 
with the only begotten Son in the unity of the 
Spiritc If we will really understand how solemn 
and yet how joyful a thing it is to be a parent, 
to have a son, we must see it in the light of 
this * beatific Vision,' to which vi^ «lX^ ^^\3k^^^ 

D 
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through faith in the only-begotten Son of the 
Father ; and thus looking at it we shall per- 
ceive clearly how the birth and bringing up of 
children produces such important practical 
results in their parents as we constantly see to 
be the case. The facts are every- where before 
us, and though we are always overlooking them 
because they are so common, yet if we will 
pause and reflect on them, their meaning soon 
becomes plain. In their children the parents 
find an escape from that self which haunts 
each of us like an evil spirit, and learn how to 
purify and transform into duty that self-interest, 
which, however lawful and even necessary to 
every individual, is continually sinking into self- 
ishness, if it be not upheld by some nobler vir- 
tue than itself. In their children they find new 
motives to self-controuland self-denial, lest they 
should by any bad example injure those who 
are dearer to them than themselves ; and so we 
constantly see the dying embers of faith and 
hope, which had long seemed quenched in a 
man's heart by the cares or pleasures of the 
world, reviving under the power of love and 
dutjr, and he who had become reckless for 
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himself, learas to live as a man and a Christian 
for the sake of his children. Then spring up 
the ideas of social relationships and order, as 
things which we do not make, but which are 
every- where about us, and ready to do us ser- 
vice if we will use them, provided for that end 
by God, and types of that abiding and divine 
kingdom which is in heaven: then do our 
children lead us towards the true apprehension 
of eternal life, while we see it shadowed forth 
to us in the perpetuation of our name and cha- 
racter upon earth by them after we are dead. 
And while these are the benefits to the parents, 
we are to consider on the other hand, that 
upon the birth of children depends (as Hooker 
says) ' first the replenishing of the earth with 
blessed inhabitants, and then of heaven with 
saints everlastingly praising God.'^ And if 

^ So the Homily on the State of Matrimony. * Further- 
more it is also ordained, that the Church of God and his king- 
dom might by this kind of life be conserved and enlarged; not 
only in that God giveth children by His blessing, but also in 
that they be brought up by the parents godly, in the know- 
ledge of God's Word ; that thus the knowledge of God and true 
religion might be delivered by succession from one to another, 
that finally many might ei\}oy thai e\eI^as^ia^E^^ssm!kistv36^^ 
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men coupled this recollection of the immortal 
worth of the heings whom they hring into the 
world, and to the bringing up of whom they 
thus solemnly pledge themselves, with the 
thought — witnessed to alike by Scripture and 
experience — that their children are begotten in 
their own image ; if they considered that what- 
ever their own habitual character is, either 
good or bad, such must they expect to be the 
disposition with which their children are born ; 
that the sins which they permit in themselves 
will re-appear as hereditary moral diseases in 
their children ; and that virtues of a Christian 
life which they have only acquired by many 
conflicts of faith and patience, will, by God's 
blessing, become in their children as natural 
and constitutional beauties and graces, like the 
seeds of some hot-house flower springing up 
in the open air of a southern climate ; — if they 
duly thought of these things, how earnestly 
wuuld they watch over and keep their own 
hearts, how habitually would they seek to ' put 
ofi^ concerning the former conversation the 
old man which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts, and to be renewed in the spi 
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rit of their mind, and to put on the new man 
which after God is created in righteousness 
and true holiness.' 

The second cause why marriage was or- 
dained is the promotion of holiness. 

Nature is always oscillating like a pendulum 
between the extreme points of its range — day 
and night, summer and winter, birth and 
death, perpetually succeed each to each in 
a continual round : spirit is always progres- 
sing from truth to truth, from glory to glory, 
yet so progressing that it never loses the lower 
as it ascends to the higher, but gathers all into 
one, into a unity in which there is no succes- 
sion of parts, but a harmony of all present at 
once. How then have we erred, age after age, 
in trying marriage by the law of nature in- 
stead of by that of spirit : one age set up celi- 
bacy to the disparagement of wedlock, another 
thinks it cannot honour marriage without 
denouncing all those who would dedicate 
themselves to God by a single life, ^ and now 

^ It is worth noticing that Luther did not set the example 
which his Protestant successors have followed in this respect. — 
See his Commentary on Qeiie&\«,N .%'X. 
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there seem to be Bome signs of a new oscilla- 
tion and re-aclion, against marriage, and in 
favour of monastic life. The consequences of 
these partial views are plain in history, though 
from their {^eatness not easy to be measured. 
We cannot easily over-rate the witness which 
the monks and nuns of the middle ages bore 
for the reality of man's spiritual being, in a 
generation of wild and savage men hardly 
risen out of mere animal existence, when for 
the sake of Christ and His kingdom they were 
content to sacrifice even the deepest of earthly 
feelings and hopes : but not less widely spread 
than this blessing, lias been the curse of 
an unmarried parish clergy, cut off from human 
•ympalhy with their country and with their 
jlocks, and in some at least of the countries of 
rope ceasing to be teachers of anything hut 
:t vice and immorality. So, on the 
md, an impartial observer must confess 
tant depreciation of celibacy has 
d froit along with the good : 




has grown 
wealdy 
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substituting a premature and reckless mar- 
riage for virtuous self-denial, is constantly 
undermining that reverence and that love, no 
less than if it more boldly broke through 
bounds which it has not the bravery to submit 
to. If those who openly set at nought the 
law of marriage are justly condemned as vici- 
ous and profane persons, are they much better 
who, in no very different temper, take upon 
themselves the duties and responsibilities of 
husbands and fathers before they have either 
the maturely formed character, or the industri- 
ously acquired competence, which are the 
necessary conditions of their fulfilling those 
duties ? We need not I think go to the cellars * 
of Liverpool or Manchester, in which myriads 
of families are bom and die in a state morally 
and physically fax* worse than that of beasts, 
for the facts which give an answer to this ques- 
tion: these homes, these husbands, wives, and 
children, do not more clearly — though more 
obviously and coarsely — tell us what marriage 
may become, even in a Christian land, than 
many a household and its inmates who main- 
tain some respectable aho^ Vi^lot^ >^<^ ^^^^v^^ 
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yet endure, ^dthout hope of remedy, the curse 
which awaits every marriage entered upon 
in self-will, and for self-indulgence, and not 
* soberly and in the fear of God/ 

But if we thus err, the Church, with her 
spiritual discernment, does not take any one of 
these partial views, but sees and sets forth the 
whole truth. She follows the guidance of 
her Lord and the authority of His Word, and 
here recognizes €atitixitntji as the gift of 
God, while she is proclaiming the opposite — 
but not contrary — truth, that true holiness, 
undefiled membership in the body of Christ, 
may be sought and found in wedlock. But 
we must take heed that we do not pervert these 
words, as they often are perverted by the advo- 
cates of both the opposite views I have just spo- 
ken of, nor falsely understand them as a licence 
to mere animal indulgence, so that it be legalized 
by the limitations of marriage. Not so : it is 
n xtmttsyi KQuin^t On — not a limited sanction 
of it — that the Church offers to those who 
worthily enter into wedlock, and an actual 
means of abiding with Christ and with each 
ot/ter^ ajf un^eUWi ^f m^ertf of ^\A ISotrj^t in 
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that highest communion of which the Holy 
Ghost Himself is the only bond and minister. 
Christian marriage is to raise us out of mere 
animal life, to infuse into our bodies as well as 
souls the new life of Christ, and to make the 
outward and earthly forms and workings of 
nature, not merely types but sacramental pledges 
that husband and wife are united in Christ, 
and means by which that divine union is made 
effectual. This is the truth which the Romish 
churches seek to signify in calling marriage a 
sacrament : a truth which sometimes seems to 
me to have been hardly more set at nought 
by their notion that celibacy secures a higher 
purity in the priesthood, than by that criti- 
cism which has i^Tested the plainest assertions 
of the Gospel narrative in order to deny that 
Mary lived with Joseph as his wedded wife and 
was the mother of his children. Alas for the 
unhealthy, unchristian habit of mind which 
would rob the holy, humble, selfless mother of 
our Lord, of all the true purity of a woman and 
a wife, in order to adorn her with the spurious 
artificial purity of superstition and self-righte- 
ousness. The image of St. Mary — the ^<wk 
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of men's hands — is set up to be blackened 
with the soot and smoke of idolatrous incense : 
but she herself is thrust down from her right- 
ful place as the pattern and mirror of all godly 
women. That this is her rightful place I shall 
endeavour to show anon. 

Thirdly, St fsai^ orlraitietr lux f^t mutual intH' 
et2?> %t\^^ antr comfort^ t^at t|)e ant nvL$fyt ta 
%n^t 0f f^t at^er, li0tib i^ proitperits vixCtiMitt» 

Thus the Church describes Love, which is 
the union of two wills, as friendship is the 
agreement of two minds. The fittest comment 
I can give upon these words of the service is 
Coleridge's explanation of what true love is, 
only observing that all he says proves that it 
need not be so rare, as he rightly asserts that it 
is : for its features all belong to our common 
humanity, and could only be defaced by our 
own selfishness. ' Love, truly such, is itself not 
the most common thing in the world; and 
mutual love still less so... That enduring per- 
sonal attachment in addition to a depth 

and constancy of character of no every- day 
occurrence, supposes a peculiar sensibility and 
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tenderness of nature; a constitutional com- 
municativeness and utterancy of heart and 
soul ; a delight in the detail of sympathy, in 
the outward and visible signs of the sacrament 
within — to count, as it were, the pulses of the 
life of love. But above all, it supposes a soul 
which, even in the pride and summer-tide of 
Ufe — even in the lustihood of health and 
i^ength, had felt oftenest and prized highest 
that which age cannot take away, and which, 
in all our lovings, is the Love; — I mean 
that willing sense of the unsufficingness of 
the self for itself, which predisposes a gene- 
rous nature to see, in the total being of ano- 
ther, the supplement and completion of its 
own ; — that quiet perpetual seeking which the 
presence of the beloved object modulates, not 
suspends, where the the heart momently finds, 
and, finding, again seeks on; — ^lastly, when 
' life's changeful orb has passed the full,' a con- 
firmed faith in the nobleness of humanity, thus 
brought home and pressed, as it were, to the 
very bosom of hourly experience ; it supposes, 
I say, a heartfelt reverence for worth, not the 
less deep because divested of \t& ^'CkV«!KK^:^\s^ 
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habit, by familiarity, by mutual infirmities, and 
even by a feeling of modesty which will arise 
in delicate minds, when they are conscious of 
possessing the same or the correspondent 
excellence in their own characters. In short, 
there must be a mind, which, while it feels the 
beautiful and the excellent in the beloved as 
its own, and by right of love appropriates it, 
can call Goodness its playfellow; and dares 
make sport of time and infirmity, while in the 
person of a thousand-foldly endeared partner, 
we feel for aged virtue the caressing fondness 
that belongs to the innocence of childhood, and 
repeat the same attentions and tender courte- 
sies which had been dictated by the same affec- 
tion to the same object when attired in femi- 
nine loveliness or in manly beauty.' ' 

* Well live together, like t\v'o neighbour vines, 
Circling our souls and loves in one another ! 
Well spring U^^er, and well bear one fruit ; 
One joy shall make us smile, and one grief mourn ; 
One age go with us, and one hour of death 
Shall close our eyes, and one grave make us happy.* 

* Coleridge's Poetical Works, Vol. II. pp. 120, 121. TheUne; 
(from Beaumont and Fletcher) are from page 118 of th 
same. Let me put by their side these from King John — 
* If not complete f oh say, he is not she ; 
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But while this, the philosophical, no less than 
poetical, idea of love, is plainly involved in the 
words of the Church, we must not overlook 
their eminently practical tone, which, telling of 
l^elp) tomfoxtf tCtShtviityf no less than of 
mttttml iatittSf and pxoi^tvit^f reminds us 
that this world is the place for work chiefly, 
and only of enjo3nQient as a cordial to cheer us 
on to more unremitting labours. Work — not 
for ourselves merely, for that will be as selfish 
and worthless as lazy ease, but — for the sake 
of others, is the proper calling of every man, 
whatever be his station or his character. And 
he who by not working puts himself beyond 
the need of a wife's sympathy ' to comfort him 
concerning the work and toil of his hands,' 
inevitably precludes himself from the enjoy- 
ment of the higher forms of woman's affection, 
while at the same time he is no less incapable 

And she i^ain wants nothing, to name want. 
If want it be not, that she is not he : 
He is the half part of a blessed man, 
Left to be finished by sach a she ; 
And she a fair divided excellence, 
Whose fulness of perfection lies in him.' 
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of giving than receiving the blessings of true 
love. The Cavalier Lovelace, ' on going to the 
wars/ says to his mistress, 

I could not love thee, dear, so much, 
Lov'd I not honour more : 

and if we make the soldier's sentiment of 
universal application, by changing ' honour' to 
' duty/ we shall have an imerring light to 
show us the way to happiness in marriage. 
The inan who does not work — who has no 
duty — may perhaps attain to such joys as there 
are in indolence, ^ but any real bliss in life he 
cannot know. If it be true that ' none love 
their country, but who love their home,' it is 
no less certain that he who has not learnt 
what it is to have a country cannot have a 
home. 

After noting the solemn and awful charge 
to the persons about to be married, that they 
confess if there be any impediment to their 
lawful union ; and the like appeal to the con- 
gregation, coupled with the admonition that 
they speak now, or else hereafter for ever hold 
their peace, since the bond of wedlock is too 



^ Inehientia, absence of pain. 
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sacred to be meddled with by the light tongues 
of censorious bystanders ; — we pass to 

IV. 
THE ESPOUSALS. 

Animals are but sentient things, carried 
along the stream of their life by the unresisted 
and irresistible current . of nature : men and 
women are persons, having power to say, I 
choose, I will, and responsible for choosing 
the good and refusing the evil. It is this 
personality and responsibility that make Mar- 
riage possible, and the Church throughout 
assumes these as its necessary conditions — or 
rather I should say, asserts them, for it would 
be impossible to make more direct appeals to 
the conscience and will, or to require more 
express declarations and engagements from 
them, than we find here at every step of our 
way. It has been thus as far as we have yet 
gone, and now becomes still more strikingly so. 

' The solemnization of matrimony being a 
a formal compact, it is requisite in the first 
place, that the mutual consent of the i^^x.^^^ V)»^ 
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asked, which is so essentially necessary, that 
the marriage is not good without it. And 
therefore we find that Rebekah's friends asked 
her consent before they sent her away to Isaac. 
And in the firmest kind of marriage among the 
Romans, which they called coemption, the par- 
ties mutually asked this of each other. This 
therefore, being so momentous a custom, is 
for that reason taken into the Christian offices : 
only among Christians the question is proposed 
by the priest, that so the declaration may be 
the more solemn, as being made in the imme- 
diate presence of God, and to His deputed 
minister. The man therefore is asked, WSS^t' 
i^tv f^t fsCn ^tLht t|)iit fsoman ta ^ii fx^Mit'tS 
toift ? and the woman, WSSil^tt^tv ft^t IdCII j^alie 
i^ii man ta "bt l^er iDitH^elr j^ttiHiatUr^ ta Xiht 
taztt^tt after 60lf*tf attsitmntt in i^t |^0l|^ 
tit&ttafmutvimanti^ And that they may the 
better know what are the conditions of this 
state, the minister enumerates the duties which 
each of them by this covenant will be bound 
to perform.' ^ And he speaks to each sepa- 
rately, and requires of each the separate 



' Wheaay,X.iv.l. 
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answer, 2 lD(n> that each may know and feel 
that it is his or her own undivided act and 
responsihility. 

The author from whom I have just quoted 
goes on to say, that this solemn declaration of 
the parties' consent seems to he the remains of 
the old form of Espousals, which was different 
and distinct from the office of Marriage : it 
was often performed a considerable time before, 
but still ordered by the Church to be made in 
the presence of a minister, who should use 
suitable prayers and blessings, and was not to 
be left as a private agreement or mere civil con- 
tract. But it being found that these engage- 
ments were often broken when the marriage was 
thus deferred, it was decreed that the espousals 
and marriage should both be performed on 
the same day, and thus the two came to be 
united in one service. ^ 

As the engagements here correspond in 
purport with those which afterwards follow, I 
shall consider the details of both together. 



1 Wheat]y, X. iv. 5. 
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V. 

THE COVENANT PRESCRIBED BY GOD. 

In England, as in every nation which, by 
possessing a constitution, deserves the name 
of a nation, the Queen ever acts by advice — 
whether of her Privy Council or of the great 
council of Parliament — and so acting, her will 
is absolute and without appeal. This is the 
fundamental distinction between a lawful 
monarchy and a despotism or tyranny, that 
the latter is the government of mere will, the 
former of will and reason united. So the 
inspired Apostle, in those passages in which he 
seems to pour out his whole soul in the endea- 
vour to declare the glories of the Divine 
Majesty, always exhibits that King whom he 
proclaims, as ' Him who worketh all things 
according to the Counsel of His own will,' and 
' Who abounds in wisdom and prudence' no 
less than in ' dominion and power.' If we 
forget this essential characteristic of God's 
ffovemment, we cannot under&taiid the least of 
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His ways even in nature, much less His 
meaning and design in so great an institution 
as that of marriage. The part of the service 
we are now come to is that in which the Church, 
as God's minister, dictates to the man and 
woman the terms of a covenant to which they 
irrevocably bind themselves, and which they 
are solemnly assured will be enforced by God 
as their Judge and King : every thing is pre- 
scribed, the authority is absolute, nothing is 
left to the choice or arrangement of the parties 
themselves : they are come into the presence 
of a Sovereign whose will is law, and a law 
which He will execute against all who break 
it. All married persons, all who contemplate 
marriage, feel the sternness of this law, but to 
some that very sternness is the strength of 
life and liberty, while to others it is an intole- 
rable yoke of bondage: for duty is ever a 
rock ; but while to one it is the immoveable 
foundation of a house, against which neither 
winds nor waves can prevail, and within which 
are plenty and peace and all the joys of home ; 
to another it is a bleak and barren precipice, 
on which — Promethcu»-Uk^ — \i^ S& Oowsoft.^ 



without prospect but that of the returning 
vulture. And the origin of the difference is 
this ; that to the one this law is a mere power 
which he cannot resist or evade, while the 
other enters into its meaning, and knows and 
feels that it is the expression of perfect wisdom 
and goodness, and is called for by the very 
constitution of things. 

In order then to understand the fitness of 
the covenant and bond prescribed, we must 
look at the essential characteristics of the two 
sexes, and of that order of society which is 
maintained by the due performance of their 
respective functions, each doing its. own work, 
each supplying that which the other cannot 
do. Every theoretical absurdity about the 
rights of woman, every {practical evil of sel- 
fishness or brutishness in men towards their 
wives, may be plainly traced to the want of 
faith in the fact of such a distinction and mu- 
tual relationship. But let not my readers think 
that therefore I propose that they too should 
have their theory upon the subject: not so, 
but only let them take for granted that the 
Church has been truly taught and guided in 
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the framing of this ordinance, and then try 
to discover and understand the truth embo- 
died in it, but not to invent anything, how- 
ever ingenious, to put in its stead. It would 
not be difficult to show how the Church 
has here brought light and order into the 
chaos of the notions and practices of all times 
and ages, about the relations of man and 
woman ; how she has separated the gold ft-om 
the dross, in the laws of ancient Rome, or the 
customs of our Saxon ancestors, and by the 
warmth of the sun of the Gospel fostered into 
vigorous growth the half-developed germs of 
Jewish institutions: but, leaving the rest for 
the reader's own consideration, I will only 
point out, that it is to the Christian Church 
that women owe the distinct recognition of 
their equal personality with men. Women 
obtained great dignity and reverence, both in 
ancient Rome, and among the chosen nation 
of Israel, but still it was as mothers and as 
wives, not as women : — their relationships, 
not their own personal life, were the source of 
that dignity and reverence. There might be 
exceptions, but they were excei^tisyoa'asA t^rX. 
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instances. It was by the miraculous concep- 
tion and birth of our Lord, that the fact of 
woman's personality was first adequately 
realized and expressed. The Son of Man, He 
who was eminently the Man, the Head of all 
men, upon the reality of whose humanity 
depended the reality — nay possibility — of 
man's redemption and admission to fellowship 
with God. was bom of the Virgin Mary, and 
from her alone was that humanity derived : 
by which her own personality, and that of all 
her sex, was plainly declared. The Church 
seems to point to this in her use of the Song 
of Mary in the daily prayers : certainly this 
recognition of woman's personality, and its 
connexion with the Virgin on the one hand, 
and with the Church herself — the redeemed 
humanity — on the other, are most striking 
features in the history of the Church. If any 
one ask for an instance, I will refer him not to 
any Romish writer, but to Luther's sermon on 
the Nativity. For I look on this sermon as an 
historical document, because the mind and 
belief of the best and mightiest man of any age 
certainly concentrate and reject the proper 
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light and life of that age — he clearly expresses 
in words and deeds what his fellow men have 
indeed working in their hearts, but which 
needs to be explained even to themselves by 
the mouth of a prophet : and such a prophet, 
such a teacher of his age, and so of the Church 
in all ages, was Luther. He says, ' This is 
our title which we have received from Adam ; 
in this one thing we may glory, and in nothing 
else ; namely, that every infant that is bom 
into this world is wholly in the power of sin, 
death, Satan, hell, and eternal damnation ; our 
nativity is altogether miserable, and on every 
side to be lamented. To deliver us from this 
nativity, Gbd sent another nativity, which it 
behoved to be pure and without spot, that it 
might make this unclean and sinful nativity 
pure. This is that nativity of the Lord Christ, 
His only begotten Son. Wherefore He would 
not have Him bom of flesh and blood, infected 
with sin ; but it behoved that He should be 
bom of a pure virgin. He suffered no spot at 
all nor sin in His flesh, but replenished it with 

the Holy Ghost If a man did believe that 

this nativity was for his own «.dN%xw\A!^> \^^ 
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would fear neither sin nor death. Wherefore 
I have said, that a Christian must believe and 
doubt nothing that the nativity of Christ is as 
well his as it is the Lord Christ's ; and as He 
hath of the Virgin pure blood and flesh, so 
that he himself is also pure ; and that this 
Virgin is his mother spiritually, as she was the 
mother of Christ carnally. Let the heart 
have sure confidence in this persuasion, other- 
wise it will be in an evil case. This the 
angel signifieth in these words, when he saith. 
Unto you is He bom, as if he had said. What- 
soever He is and hath, ye may challenge it to 

yourselves Now, forasmuch as He is 

mine, and hath changed His - nativity into 
mine. His flesh and blood also is mine. He 
himself is mine, with all wherewith He is 
endued, so that I dare say unto His mother. 
Behold that child which thou hast brought 
forth is mine. His flesh and blood are my flesh 
and blood, yea, and thou art my mother, and 
I will be counted of thee for thy son; for 
whatsoever Christ bringeth with Him, it must 
be mine, even as He himself is mine : if so 
be that His nativity is mine, being of a vir^ 
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.gin, and without sin replenished with the 
Holy Ghost, my nativity also must be of a 
virgin and pure from sin. Here now. Eve the 
first mother is no more my mother; for it 
must needs be that that nativity utterly die 
and perish, that there may be no sin remain- 
ing. Here this mother, Mary, is to be set 
against that mother, of whom I was bom in 
sin. And thus the angel bringeth with him 
great joy, for it cannot be but that the heart 
should be made glad, when it enjoyeth this 
Saviour as its own.* Here we find Luther, 
in words at once homely and sturdy as a pea- 
sant's, and radiant with all the lustre of man's 
genius and of God's Spirit, speaking of the 
Vir^ Mary with just that feeling and signi- 
ficance, which are expressed in the old Catholic 
name of * Our Lady,' — considering her as the 
representative and pattern of womanhood, and 
the figure of the Church, the Jerusalem from 
above, which is the mother of us all. And 
surely there is something true and good, as 
well as beautiful, in that Catholic reverence 
for Mary as the Lady — the ideal Woman, 
something which may be ae^w»XftA.it^Tsv.^ja?^x.- 
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stition and idolatry, and the tearing up of 
which, together with such superstition, has 
heen a real loss to Protestants. Let the 
reader judge whether our Church does not, as 
I have said, intend to uphold this reverence, 
and whether all that is recorded of Mary — the 
highly-favoured, the blessed among women — 
does not show a fitness in such feeling. Little, 
indeed, is told us of her life, but the few inci- 
dents are like the strokes of that design from 
the hand of Flaxman, ^ and say all that is 
needful to enable us to enter into her whole 
character, her meekness, lowliness, trustfulness, 
stillness, piety, — in a word, her womanliness : 
— nay, all that could be given in the most 
elaborate picture. 

Let us now proceed to seek, in the details of 
this part of the service, for some of those marks 
which we expected to find of the reasonable- 
ness of the law of marriage. 

VI. 
THE GIVING OF THE BRIDE. 

^ T^ Saluiation in the Illustrations of Dante. It is the 
very counterpart of the Gospel notices of tiie Wt^^. 
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t^iit CRSomati to ht maxxitts to tfyii Man? 
The new household, of which the foundation is 
now being laid, is not to be built on the ruins 
of another; the law of order to which the 
woman was amenable in her father's house, is 
not to be broken when she leaves it to be 
mistress of her own. It is not to be broken 
either by her, or by him for whose sake she 
leaves father and mother, for by this form 
the Church plainly teaches him also to beware 
of defiance of the will of her parents in the 
matter. ^ 

^ Shakspeare makes irretrievable woe fall apon both Othello 
and DesdemoDa, because they had broken this law. When her 
father sud, 

Look to her, Moor ; have a quick eye to see ; 
She has deceived her father, and may thee, 

Othello could reply in p^ect trust — and a trust which was not 
misplaced — * My life upon her faith.* And yet the curse did 
not the less certainly prevail, so that when GraUano exclaims 

Poor Desdemona ! I am glad thy father's dead ; 
* Thy match was mortal to him, and pure gprief 
Shore his old thread in twain : 

he beholds a sight so terrible that he adds — 

did he live now. 
This sight would make him do & des^x^teNnxo^ \ 
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But why should a subordination to domestic 
authority and order be thus required of women, 
while the opposite, of independence, and obe- 
dience only to his own reason and conscience, 
is universally acknowledged to be a chief vir- 
tue in a man ? The answer must, as I have 
already said, be found in the very constitution 
of society, and the original endowment of man 
and woman with distinct characters in order 
that they may be able to fulfil distinct offices 
therein. We learn from geology that the 
several forms and changes of the infinitely • 
diversified, yet harmonious, face of the earth, 
are mainly produced by the two great agents, 
fire and water : the former, by a series of ener- 
getic and violent efforts, raising continents 
from the sea and mountains from the plains; 
the latter — whether as the eentle rain from 
heaven, or the deep river 4th it, calm and 
and constant flow — subduing inequalities, and 
restoring all things to a level, by an insensible 
yet never interrupted action exerted upon the 
minute and successive details of every substance 

Yea, curse Ms better angd from his side, 
And fall to reprobation. 
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submitted to it. And it has been well said that 
in this we have an illustration of the respective 
functions of man and woman in the moral worlds 
To the man it is appointed to originate, to the 
woman to continuate, all that belongs to that 
world : the man creates its forms, the woman 
supplies its life : the man works by self-con- 
scious and separate acts, the woman by influ* 
ences intuitively exercised; the man can only 
act rightly when his way is g^ded by the light 
of Truth reflected upon his understanding, the 
woman feels, and turns to, the presence of 
Gkxxlness by a holy instinct which is not the 
less elevated and elevating, because it is not 
acquired by a process of logic. ^ These are 



/ 



1 * In Shakspear« all the elemenU of womanhood are holy, 
and there is the sweet, yet dignified, feeling of all that coniinu,^ 
ate$ society, as sense of ancestry and of sex, with a parity 
unassailable by sophistry, because it rests not in the analytic 
processes, but in that sane equipoise of the faculties, during 
whidi the fedings are representative of all past experience, 
not of the indiyidual only, but of all those by whom she has 
been educated, and their predecessors even up to the first 
mother that lived. Shakspeare saw that the want of promi- 
nence, which Pope notices for sarcasm, was the blessed beauty 
of the woman's character, and kue^ \][^\.\\.vLQj^\w^\x«2iv&.'«s^^ 
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the parts which we actually see all good men 
and women respectively filling in the world, 
and it is plain that the qualifications for each 
are not artificially acquired, though doubtless 
developed and perfected by education. Nor can 
they co-exist (at least in any high degree) in 
the same individual, for the strength required 
for the one work is not in finite creatures com* 
patible with the delicacy and gentleness essen- 
tial for the other: only in the Infinite and 
Absolute Being do all opposite attributes meet 
and display themselves. To us it is given to 
be members of one body, and while eacU per- 
forms his particular function, to co-operate 

deficiency, but from the more exquisite harmony of all the 
parts of the moral being constituting one living total of head 
and heart. He has drawn it, indeed, in all its distinctive 
energies of faith, patience, constancy, fortitude, — shown in all 
of them as following the heart, which gives its results by a nice 
tact and happy intuition, without the intervention of the dis- 
cursive faculty, — sees all things in and by the light of the affec- 
tions, and errs, if it ever err, in the exaggerations of love alone. 
In all the Shakspearian women there is essentially the same 
foundation and principle ; the distinct individuality and variety 
are merely the result of the modification of circumstances, 
whether in Miranda, the maiden, in Imogen the wife, or in 
Katharine the queen. ' Coleridge's Liteiaty Hemaanft, Vol. II . 97. 
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harmoniously with all the rest: but let us 
beware how we attempt to confound and obli- 
terate the order and distinction which God 
has established, lest we substitute the selfish love 
of power for the Christian devotion to duty, 
and so become followers of the devil, who first 
chose darkness and confusion and chaos for 
his dwelling-place, because he woiild reign as 
a god. From the inviolability of this dis- 
tinction is it, that the effeminate man and the 
masculine woman have ever proved to be 
wretched and abortive imitations of characters 
of which they can never really posses^ the 
virtues or graces: deformed monsters which 
excite aversion from their ugliness, contempt 
for their self-conceit, and pity, that they have 
renounced all healthful life and action to seek 
happiness in the fancies of a diseased mind 
and heart. 

It should farther be observed under this 
head, that the woman is given not to the man 
but to the minister, who then gives her to him, 
thus representmg that he receives her for a 
wife from Grod. 
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VII. 
THE PLipHTING OF TROTH. 

The joining of right hands has in all 
ages been esteemed among the strongest 
pledges to a covenant* and has been ever 
used by Heathens^ Jews, and Christians* 
upon this occasion of wedlock.^ The form 
of covenant exactly answers to that which our 
lawyers prescribe as necessary in a deed of 
conveyance, in which they say there must be 
four things — the Premt^e^, containing the names 
of the persons and of the thing conveyed* the 
Having and Holding, the Limitations, and the 
Sealing. ^ ' For, first/ says Wheatly, • each 
party name themselves' (in which use of the 
Christian baptismal name, mark the ideas o{ 
personality and responsibility necessarily im- 
plied), * and specifying the other as the indivi- 
dual person whom they have chosen, declare 
the end for which they take, viz. tcf ht ixMtftIi 
(u4ibantranDri»ife.. Secondly, the manner of 

^ Wheatlf, X. V. 2. 2 The same, X» v. 8. 
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taking is expressed in those ancient words, 
t0 l^Htt onlr t0 l^oUr, which are words (saith 
Littleton) of such importance, that no convey- 
ance can be made without them : and there- 
fore they ought not to be omitted here, be- 
cause the man and the woman are now to put 
themselves into the power and possession of 
each other; insomuch that after this stipula- 
tion ' the wife hath not power over her own 
body, but the husband ; and likewise the hus- 
band hath not power of his own body, but the 
wife.' ^ Thirdly, the time of entering upon, 
and the time of enjoying, the possession con- 
veyed, is here expressly declared. It is to 
begin immediately from the nuptial day, and 
to continue during their mutual lives, Jprom 
tt^ii tiKjgi tadDartr— t(n treaty ui na part. And 
lest any inconveniences appearing afterwards 
should be alleged for the breaking this sacred 
contract, here is added a protestation that the 
obligation shall continue in full force, notwith- 
standing any future unexpected changes. 
They are to have and to hold for httttx tar fD0rife» 

1 1 Cor. VII. 4, 
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in respect o( their mind e 
rttljer Inr paarer in respect of their estate ; and 
whether in iiAiwii or tii bfalt^ in respect of 
their body. Now all these are added to pre- 
vent the scandalous liberties of divorce, wliich 
was practised upon every trifling occasion 

among Jews and Romans This being 

so contrary to the nature of marriage, it is 
necessary it should be removed from all Chris- 
tian BDcieties : which cannot be more effec- 
tually done than by a particular recital at the 
time of marriage of all the cases which may 
lie pretended as the causes of a future dislike. ' 

The next particular is the rule by which 

the compact is made, viz., accorlFfng to ©Ott'ii 

tjnii! arliinanter which may be referred to 

every part of the present stipulation, so as to 
imply that all the branches thereof are agree- 



^ ' To prorenl nnj algccUtHi, 1 luppoK, Ihat mi^t After- 
nurdabeiiiugiiioil tyiHDiiUur|iuty'iitediDiiig la ihdr auDeli- 
nera or heautr, the York Manual, tiuil »u cued iu ibe nor- 
thern [Hina of Kngliutd Inline the RffonniUiDD, had au udili 
lioBorihc woid./or/ainr/ur.ftpi.(f,' Whcnllj, X. v. 8. 
> TbB wnrds Ixfare the lldbnnaliun vem—if IkIh Church i 
tee/^ enfsine- The bjuqD' 
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able to the Divine institution Lastly, here 

is the ratification of all the former particulars 
in the ancient form, anlrtlgereta $pUj|f)t» (as 
the man says,) or, (as the woman,) i jQ[tfie, t^tt 
mjgi txot^y that is, for the performance of all 
that has been said, each of them lays their 
faith or truth to pledge, as much as if they 
had said. If I perform not the covenant I have 
made, let me forfeit my credit, and never be 
counted just, or honest, or faithful more. ^ 

I will not add any observations of my own, 
as to those vows which are the same for the 
man and woman, except to repeat that due 
regard must be had in the consideration of 
them to the distinctions and relations of the 
two sexes. And then let us pass to 

VIII. 
THE WOMAN'S VOW OF OBEDIENCE. 

In the* espousals the woman was asked, 
WiiUtfyavL a'ht^ j^tm atOr itvht f^im^ and an- 
swered, S tDtll ; and now she repeats the vow 

* Wheatly,X.'^.^. 
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— S ttAetfytt t0 abtyi. There is plainly an 

emphasis in the words which calls for atten- 
tion. We have seen that meekness, gentle- 
ness, delicacy, beauty, are the proper spiritual 
endowments of a woman; and it is not strange, 
that she (if such there be) who defaces these 
by any wilful attempts to realize vain theories 
about her rights, and «o in fact renounces her 
name of a woman, and her duty to society, 
should shrink from this engagement, and, 
while she makes it with her lips, protest against 
it in her heart, as the invention of tyranny. 
But she who duly prizes these graces, and 
realizes the dignity and honour of belonging to 
the sex whose birth-right they are, and who, 
by habitually fulfilling the duties of a daughter, 
and sister, and English maiden, has become 
truly qualified for those of an English wife, and 
mother, and matron ; — she will tell you that 
there is nothing more agreeable to her sense of 
moral fitness, nothing which promises her 
more of liberty as well as peace and joy, than 
this vow of obedience to 

that guide, whose light 
Of manly Fiitties — — — 
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Gave him first the wished-for part 
In her gentle virgin heart. 

This is certain : all good women have decided 
it with unanimous voice. Yet, because it is 
true, it will bear farther examination into its 
grounds ; and such examination, if I had skill to 
conduct it, would not be without pleasure and 
profit even to those who seem to need it 
least, because, to them 

love is an onerring light, 
And joy its own security. 

To do this, we must enter reverently, yet 
boldly, into the heaven of heavens, in which 
the Church and the Scripture assure us, the 
foundations of marriage are laid. The Greek 
philosopher says that the original cause is the 
last in discovery ; and so the Church (follow- 
ing the authority of the inspired Apostle^) 
declares that the state of holy matrimony, 
which was instituted by God in the time of our 
first parents, was by Him tan^etvatcti ta tfud[| an 
tvttlltnt mnittvy^ tfyat initio iisnifteti atOr Xf 
j^xtitnttts t^t ipixitUKl mnxxvifit anlr unitsi ie« 

^ Ephesians V. 2^^—88. 



62 THE woman's vow op OBBDIENCB. 

ttoi^t €^xi^t atUr ^ii Ci)urd& : though this mar- 
riage was only discovered ia the fuhiess of 
time, yet it had been made ' before all worlds ' 
in the mind of God, and earthly marriage was 
from the first instituted by Him as its type.' 
We then who live in the times of the Gospel 
have the substance which casts the shadow, 
the original whence the copy is taken, the key 
to the secret, given us in the revelation of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. O that all married 
persons thought more stedfastly, more habi- 
tually, on this truth ! How holy, how happy, 
would their wedded life be, what a blessing to 
their country and to themselves, if they ever 
took this marriage of Christ and His Church 
for their pattern and mirror, and ordered their 
daily walk and conversation by that! How 
would they find these two illustrate and ex- 
plain each other in the highest principles and 
the smallest details of each : how would they 
find that there was one life, one Lord and Giver 
of life, in both, and that while their earthly 
union was ever expanding itself into new 

' See Maurice's Kingdom of Christ, Vol. l.» i^. ^1^,06. edit 
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forms of love and joy and duty, these were 
the proper symbols, because living parts, of that 
eternal life and fellowship which they have 
with Christ as members of His Church ! But 
I am to speak here of obedience. There are 
two kinds of obedience — obedience to laws or 
rules, and obedience to a person: and St. 
Paul's chief method of setting forth the pecu- 
liar character of the Gospel is an explanation 
and contrast of these. He shows the difference 
and the relation between the law of Moses 
and the Person of Jesus Christ; between 
obedience to the law and obedience to Christ ; 
and between the righteousness which is attained 
to by the one and the other : and the one he 
calls the obedience and righteousness of works, 
and the other the obedience and righteousness 
of faith. Further, he explains faith to be trust 
IN ▲ PBRSON, namely, in Jesus Christ, as the 
Friend and Lord of man ; that this faith or 
trust, being the act of our whole being and not 
of some single faculty of it, begets in us a per- 
fect union of will with the will of Him in whom 
we so trust, and consequently an entire con- 
formity to, and reflection of, Kv^ ^'«2c^^^«.n 
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and that this oneness of our will with His, is a 
far more real obedience, and this conformity of 
our character to His, a far more actual righte- 
ousness, than is possible, or even conceivable, 
by the most diligent and laborious system of 
rules and works. And therefore, when the 
wife is told, as she is again and again in this 
service, that she is to understand her duties, 
by looking at her husband as the Church looks 
at her Lord, it is manifest that her vow of obe- 
dience means that she will have faith and trust 
in her husband, that she will give up her whole 
heart and will to be one with his, and that in 
habitual conformity of her character to his, 
she will seek for that ' perfect love and peace 
with him' which the Church encourages her to 
expect as her rightful portion. 

But do I thus explain away this vow, and 
make the obedience promised therein to be no 
actual obedience ? No, by no means. The 
wife is bound to keep it, and must have many 
occasions for keeping it, to the very letter. 
Just in proportion as her heart is perfectly 
one with the heart of her husband will her 
obedience be so living (I vniSl not ^^^.^ natural 
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of that which is in truth spiritual, though it 
has the regular and steady flow of nature), that 
she will be unconscious of her particular acts 
of obedience, and only sensible of the habitual 
liberty and happiness which are its fruits : 
but forasmuch as neither she nor her husband 
are, nor can be, pevfect, — since he will often 
be selfish and unreasonable, and she inclined 
to prefer her own will, even when his is really 
the better, — therefore, and a^ often as these 
things happen, will she have occasion for the 
conscious and literal adherence to her vow. 
Then must she take heed that she obey, 
because her duty, though not her inclination, 
nor even her judgment, commands her so to 
do ; and she must, by specific acts of obedience 
to specific requirements of her husband, sub- 
ject inclination to duty : lo^ then will she feel 
the worth of her vows, not because they pre- 
vent her from going wrong, but because they 
help her, as nothing else could do, in going 
right. For it is the vows, the formal, irrevo- 
cable bond, which give to the union of husband 
and wife the only strength which is sufficient 
to resist the wear and ^\x^xv \si ^«^<S^ '^'^ \ 
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trials of this life subject it : neither faith 
nor love could do this work, but would 
again and again give way, were they never so 
true and pure. They, indeed, are most 
necessary to give life and beauty to forms, 
which, without them, will be dreary and bar- 
ren ; but forms are the only fast-holding root 
of that tree of wedlock of which they are the 
Wves, and flowers, and fruit. ^ 

There are some women— who has not seen 
such — who try to substitute affection for obe- 
dience. Too good not to love their husbands, 
yet too proud to obey, they would make love 
instead of faith the pillar of their married life 
and estate. And it is said that the attempt so 
far succeeds as to supply a plausible excuse 
for its imitation for those who are inclined to 
follow such an example. I should rather ex- 
pect to find that the results were not unlike 
those which have followed the efforts made at 
different times to revive the energies, and re- 
store the decay, of the Church, by preaching 

' I need hardly acknowledge that I am indebted to Word 
worth's Ode to Duty for these thoughts — for I hope the read 
ia too famUiax with it, not to detect the ap^xo^tvo^ou ^\. qtm^i^ 
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love as the means of building up a holy life ; 
just such success as they have had, compared 
with the effects of preaching justification by 
faith, such do I expect will always be found in 
that family where the wife loves her husband, 
but has not that trust in him, which cannot 
exist without obedience.* Passing over all other 
consequences, look at those to the man. I 
have confidently appealed to all good women 

^Mr» Maurice, after showing how Luther's preaching of 
justification by faith was the proclaiming that the Son of God 
had, in His incarnation, death, and resurrection, made a mar- 
riage with our race, and that for a man to claim for himself 
the blessing and glory of that marriage, was the only way in 
which his conscience could be freed from the burden of the 
guilt which a foi^etfulness of it had laid upon him — adds, ' the 
Teutonic nations, retaining that reverence for marriage which 
had first prepared thm for receiving Christianity, were able to 
grasp the idea — ^the corrupted Latins could not. Even the best 
and noblest of their teachers, bred in an ungenial atmosphere 
of monkery could see indeed the preciousness of love, — could 
speak beautifully of the gentle affections, which the spirit of 
man should feel for its heavenly bridegroom, but could not 
acknowledge, in terms at least, (and the time was come when 
it was needful that it should be acknowledged in terms) that 
the relationship is the ground of the affection, not the affec- 
tion of the relationship.* — Kingdom of Christ, Vol. Ill, ^13. 
835, ddd, Ist. edit. , 
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(that is, to all who respect their own sex, for 
this I take to be the true test of a w-iman's 
moral worth) whether they do not intuitively 
know and feel, that if they are to be either 
good or happy to the full, it must be by trust 
in another : and not less confidently do I assert 
that no man can be either of these unless others 
have trust in him. Let him have the finest 
moral capacity in the world, it can never be 
developed to any worth, except by this means : 
he must grow up weak and stunted, wretched 
in himself, and useless to others, unless his 
character is called forth by the faith of others 
in him. And specially is this the case as re- 
gards the faith of the wife in her husband. 
Her influence is the most constant and the 
most intimate, and his whole character and 
life — first in his own home, and then in every 
office he has to discharge towards his neigh- 
bours and his country — will, and always does, 
tell whether that influence has been the sun of 
faith, or the wintry blight which even affec- 
tion will prove in a wife if it be disjoined from 
/aJth. 
But, it may be asked, are not «om^ vtom^TL 
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superior to some men, not only in intellect, 
but in strength of will ? is not this a fact of 
that original constitution of the sexes on which 
you rest your arguments ? and is it not a fact 
of the same constitution, that such men and 
women prefer each other to persons of a differ- 
ent character, and in married life prove far 
better suited to each other than when the 
woman of strong will is matched with a man 
of still more strength than her own? Cer- 
tainly, I reply, all these things are so : but, 
then, I must in turn ask, whether there is, or 
ever was, a woman in whom the presence of 
meekness and gentleness is not a virtue and 
grace, and the absence of them a vice ? and 
whether the principle of faith or trust is not so 
deeply implanted in the heart of even the 
strongest-minded woman, that if she is too 
self-willed to trust in those who are the proper 
objects of her faith, she invariably seeks a sub- 
stitute in some fashionable preacher, or doctor, 
or other anomalous individual ?^ whether there 
ever can be any man, in whom manly energy 

I See below, page 74, notA *l. 
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and independence are not desirable, or who 
does not show some signs of capacity for these ? 
or whether any circumstances can absolve 
a wife from the duty of cultivating the one 
character in herself, and endeavouring to call 
forth the other in her husband, by the only 
means which either philosophy or experience 
declares to be effectual ? Once more I say to 
the reader, look at facts, at the instances of 
married persons around you : do you not see 
that no varieties of individual character and 
condition are really in contradiction to this 
fundamental distinction, and that all are sub- 
ject to this universal law — that neither intellect, 
nor affection, nor even piety, in a wife, receives 
that blessing from God which He bestows upon 
faith and obedience, nor, consequently, can 
bring forth the same fruits of spiritual and 
temporal good in her husband, her children, 
and her home ? and do you not also see in- 
^ stances of wives, who do (and therefore can) 
faithfully obey husbands inferior to themselves 
in strength, or in wisdom, and who reap all the 
blessings of their obedience ? Nay, are not such 
often the moat perfect patterns of obedience ? 
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Lastly, we shall get some further light on 
the subject by considering that the subordina- 
tion of the female sex was ordained ^ as the ap- 
propriate remedy of that 'fault and corrup- 
tion' ^ which, while it is inherent in all man- 
kind, exhibits itself with characteristic differ- 
ence in man and woman, and, consequently, 
has been subjected by God to different and cha-> 
racteristic discipline. The sentence pronounced 
upon Eve for the childish disobedience of eat- 
ing an apple would seem so strangely dispro- 
portioned to the offence as to be quite unin- 
telligible,^ if we did not remember that the 

1 Genesis III, 16. 1 Timothy II, 11—14. 

3 Article on Original Sin. 

3 Hence it has been the custom of • commentators in all ages 
to invent a number of fictions about the ^orious state of Adam 
and Eve in Paradise, for which there is not one word of au- 
thority in the book of Genesis. The history there given is as 
simple and matter of fact as possible ; our first parents are 
described as quite infantile in their thoughts and actions, and 
differing from other human children of flesh and blood only in 
that they were the first, fresh from the hand of their Maker, 
and so free from such accumulated corruptions of mind and 
body as we inherit. The commentators I refer to (from whom 
I must specially except our own Patrick), assume the garden of 
Eden to have been the scene of meTQ mQi»tonvA\fis^<!^O^S)^*^$i^ \^ 



72 THE woman's vow of obedience. 

first sin of the first woman must (from the 
very nature of things) be characteristic. The 
first temptation addressed itself to a con- 
stitutional frailness and peccability of will 

of the beautiful and orderly creation of Him who declares that 
the work of his hands is this very heaven and earth which is 
now about us. And it is worth observing, that the modem 
German neologists, who wish to make out that this history of 
Adam and Eve is a mere my thology like those of the heathens, 
are obliged to take — and actually do take — ^these embellishments 
of the commentators as though they were in the text, which itself 
supplies them with no ground for their mythological theory. In- 
deed, the principle of neology — ^thatthe Scriptures are to be ex- 
plained by the light of other books, instead of seeking in the 
Bible for the master-light which is to clear up their otherwise 
hopeless obscurities — ^must have been at work in the minds of 
those who thought they threw light on this simple history by 
adorning it with inventions about the wisdom ana beauty and 
power of Adam and Eve, of their association with angels, play- 
ing with tigers like spaniels, living on gold and silver apples, 
and so forth. There is a striking contrast between a Paradise 
of God's making, and one made by a sorceress, in Fonque'stale 
of the Two Ca^taxiu^ which well illustrates this subject 

It is, perhaps, hardly necessary to add, that the poetical lan- 
guage of the Hebrew prophets, in reference to Paradise, is no 
more meant to be understood literally than the description of 
the rivers of water flowing from the temple, or of the eagle plant- 
ing a cedar in a city of merchants, and a vine in a fruitful field. 
That in poetry such descriptions of Eden and of man are cn- 
i/re/r appropriate, might be showB, if tbia were the place. 
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which must have been in her, or she could not 
have been capable of being tempted : and the 
actual sin, so trifling if considered merely as an 
act, became as important as the greatest crime 
could have been, inasmuch as it was the out- 
ward and visible sign of that inward and spiri- 
tual evil which was deep as her life. And the 
sentence too is, in like manner, significant 
and symbolic, and pronounces the punishment 
and remedial discipline, which were needed, not 
for that single act, but for that constitutional 
peccability and sinfulness which are the source 
of all particular acts of sin in each of us. 
' These things were written for our learning ;' 
in the record of these God has revealed to us 
the laws by which He governs His works, and 
the end for which He has made them. And 
accordingly we find in this simple account of 
the first transgression, an announcement that 
sin puts on a different form in man and in 
woman, corresponding (though in the way of 
diseased and monstrous perversion) with the 
proper character of each ; that an appropriate 
moral discipline is provided for each in the 
working of the several Tdaldoix^ «m\ ^\s5s«^ss^.- 

u 
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stances of our earthly life ; that this remedy is 
not a mere remedy, but one which acts by 
calling into vigour, and vigorous growth, the 
original constitution of each sex which sin has 
marred; and that forasmuch as even this 
divinely devised method of cure is not of itself 
sufficient to reach that heart of the disease 
which— deeper than its several manifestations 
— is common to all mankind, a Saviour and 
Lord of man is given us, who shall make the 
work effectual by His presence and power. 
The direct connexion of these things with the 
point of the marriage vows we are considering, 
is obvious. For (1st) Eve's eating the apple 
was an act of wilfulness, of mere will, uncon- 
trouled either by her own reason, or by refer- 
ence to the judgment of her husband^ and the 
command of God ; and no one who has consi- 
dered the subject has any doubt that vrilfhl- 
nesa is the fault to which women are constitu- 
tionally most liable :' (2ndly), the remedy for 

■ I ■ ■ III I ; 

1 Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, 
tee. 1 Tim. II. 14. 
* Compare the several passages in St Paul's Episdes to 
Timothy and THa§, in wMch he icto foiCh Hbfi Ynnc^^^^Vdnh 
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this tendency is subjection to the will of ano- 
ther — a remedy which we see applied by God 
with a sternness which is terrible to behold ; 
for we every day meet with instances of young 
girls, who, apparently from mere thoughtless- 
ness and inexperience of the world, bind them- 
selves to a slavery to some worthless man 
from which they are only to be freed by death ; 
and we wonder why so heavy a punishment 
falls on so small a fault, till we understand 
that this one fault was but the sign of the 

govern the social relations of women — especially that where he 
speaks of ' silly women laden with sins, led away with divers 
lasts (which word ' lasts' — Int^filatc — signifies all vehement 
impulses and inclinations of the will), ever learning, and never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth.' In exact and 
striking contrast to the character of these / captives' of the 
fashionable quacks and coxcombs of St Paul's time, stands 
that of one of Shakspeaie's good women, who, while she calls 
herself ' an unlesson'd girl, onschool'd, unpractis'd,' adds — 
addressing herself to her betrothed lord — 

' Happy in this, she is not yet so old 
But she may learn ; and happier than this. 
She is not bred so dull bat she can learn ; 
Happiest of all, is, that her gentle spirit 
Commits itself to yours, to be directed. 
As from her lord, her governor, her king.' 
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whole inward being, and that tiat aaetned) 
needed so eerere and protracted a discipline 
(3rdly), this remedy is, at the same time, th 
proper means of calling into their fullest life 

' The reason finn, Ihe tanpenle irill.' 

which the poet rightly puts foremost among th 
Tirtuesof 'aperfectwomon:' (4thly), thisobt 
dience ie founded on and derives all its efficac 
from the higher obedience which the Churcl 
and each woman as a living member of tb 
Cburcb, shows to her divine Lord through th 
might of His own Spirit dwelling in her. 



RKftf) tt)U ring i ^tt tatb, UOi mg iaVv 
tt)» tDOTAii^, tDftf) mji tnornrli! jpiitit I t^t 
cntob) ; in t^ie nxiat of ttie ^fat^er, antt of t^ 
tan, an& of tige Hals 6f)eit. 'Smm. 

As the woman's position seemed to be illue 
trated by her being ' ^ven from her father' 
or friend's hand,' so we have here the coun 
teipart ot that form, by wluclv the ^^oeitio 
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of the man is asserted. He takes his wife 
by his own deliberate act: and, though the 
ratification of the Church is necessary, and 
is given immediately after, yet it seems to 
be here signified, that he himself is eminently 
the actor in the matter; that in him is the 
right, and on him rests the whole responsi- 
bility, of now laying the foundation of his 
future house ; and that as he acts in the 
Name of God, so he must answer to God Him- 
self, and not^only to the Church, for what he 
does, and for all the consequences thereof. 
All the meaning of those words, 'For the 
husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ 
is the Head of the Church ; and He is the 
Saviour of the body' — all the * great mystery' 
which St. Paul declares to be therein — ^is 
wrapped up in this act like the germ in the 
seed. The seed is small, and the germ is quite 
hid from the eye, but a tree may one day 
spring from it which shall fill the heaven with 
its branches and cover the land with its sha- 
dow. 

We shall better see the appropriateness of 
the several parts of tbia decVax^vs^* «sA ^^'^- 
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sequently of the previous vows of the man, 
of which it is both the sammary and the expla* 
nation, when we have examined them sepa- 
rately. 

Of tfye XtitijQ:. After explaining, in the 
extract given above, the correspondence be- 
tween the plighting of troth and the sealing of 
a deed of conveyance, Wheatly proceeds to 
say, that besides the invisible pledge of our 
fidelity, the man is also obliged to deliver a 
visible pledge : this the rubric directs shall be 
a ring, which, in the first Common Prayer 
Book of Edward VI., and in the Salisbury 
Manual, is called ' a token of spousage/ The 
ring was anciently a seal, and the delivery of 
it to another was at once a pledge on the 
part of him who gave it, and a proof of his 
trust in the person who received it;^ and 
therefore it at the same time denotes the hus- 
band's ' purposed, endless continuance in that 
which he never ought to revoke,' ^ and his 
admission of his wife ' as a sharer of his coun- 
sels and a joint partner in his honour and 

^ Wbeatly, X. v. 4. ^ Hookei,^cc.'Po\.N Avilm.^!^.^ 
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estate.' ^ And not unfitly might it be added 
that it is a visible link in the golden chain of 
love and daty which henceforth binds toge- 
ther the hearts of husband and wife with its 
indissoluble tie. And as the affections not un- 
wisely love to find all their own varied hues re- 
flected from so dear a pledge, it is said that the 
ring is of gold, that the noblest, purest, and most 
incorruptible of metals may remind us of the 
generous, sincere, and lasting love that should 
be between married persons ; that it is round 
(the most perfect of all figures and the hiero- 
glyphic of eternity), to imply that conjugal 
affection should have no end ; that it is put on 
the fourth finger. of the bride's left hand, 
because thence there proceeds a particular 

1 Wheatly, X. v. 4. And Bingham (Antiquities, XXII. iii. 
6.) quotes these words from Clemens Alexandrinus — ' The ring 
is given her, not as an ornament, but as a seal, to signify the 
woman's duty in preserving the goods of her husband, because 
the care of the house belongs to her * Bingham shows in Ihe 
same place, from Tertullian, that in the early ages of the 
Church the giving of the ring belonged to the espousals, not 
to the marriage itself, and was one of the innocent rites which 
the Churdi preserved from the ancient Roman mode of be- 
trothment. It is believed that it was wonv\>'3 \2cit&^jksa!As^.^^- 
men on the same finger as by oxit ^oxoieii xtfs^ . 



r 



80 THB ENDOWMENT. 



vein to the heart. ^ The laying the ring on 
the hook, and its re-delivery to the man hy the 
priest, is evidently intended to express its con- 
secration. 

Of f^t (lMS(fi»mtnt. In the first Book of 
£dw. VL, after the words fnit^ tl)ia tins i tt^tt 
loelr, followed, ' this gold and silver I thee 
give/ accompanied hy the gift of a purse of 
money. These words and act were afterwards 
omitted, apparently because they were under- 
tood to be the remains of the Saxon custom of 
buying the bride of her father,^ though it 
seems that in Wheatly's time some persons 
still retained the custom of giving the purse at 
the words ' with all my worldly goods I thee 
endow.'* But though the Church has omitted 
the s3rmbolical act, the words which she still 
prescribes are significant of the same thing. 
The civil law secures a legal provision for the 

I Wheatly, X. ▼. 4. The last he gives from the Salisbury 
Manual, justly observing that the moral, (and he should have 
added, as he seems to mean,) the time-honoured symbol, may 
be well retained though the supposed physical fact is found to 
be imaginary. 

^ See Hooker, Eccl Pol. V . Ixxin. L6.-\ * N^eafli^ , TL. ^ . 4. 
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wife by dower or settlement : but the Church 
here teaches, that the husband must enter 
into the spirit of that legal provision ; he must 
understand that he is not to stop short at the 
outward and prescribed acts which alone the 
civil authorities can take cognizance of, but 
that the having his worldly goods in common 
with his wife, — ^the acknowledging her to be 
mistress wherever he is master,^ — ^must, in the 
strictest sense of the words, be religious, a 
real part of his daily life and habits as a Chris- 
tian man. 

Of i^t Wioxjt^if. The Puritans wished to 
get rid of this word, and though King James 
refused his consent, it was promised at the 
review of the liturgy after the Restoration of 
King Charles II., that it should be altered to 
honour. Happily — ^rather say by God's Provi- 
dence — ^it was somehow kept after all: and, 
perhaps, I should not exaggerate its import- 
ance if I were to assert that its preservation is 

^ So Wheatly translates the words Ubi iu CaiuSy ego 
Caia, which the Boman bride addressed her husband with, on 
entering his house. X. v. 4. 
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as of great consequence to the ideal complete- 
ness and the practical morality and Christianity 
of the whole service, as that of the woman's 
vow of obedience. I have given* not a full 
exposition, but a few hints of the method by 
which I think we arrive at the meaning the 
Church would have us see in the one, and the 
application of the same method to the exami- 
nation of the other, will perhaps make it plain 
that she intends this to be the no less signi- 
ficant counterpart of that, and the key-stone 
of the whole structure of the man's present 
vows and future performance of them. 

We keep the girl in the shade and shelter 
of home, lest ' the wind of heaven visit her face 
too roughly,' and so she lose the beauty and 
innocence of womanhood : we expose the boy 
to the heat and storm of life, that so he may 
' find in hardness a natural and prompt alacrity,' 
without which he can never be of any worth, 
or do any work in the world. The hazard is 
great even where the trial is watched over by 
wise and loving parents, but still it must be 
ventured: the boy must learn now, and he 
must keep in mind the lesson Xkxoxi^Vx Ufe« 



/ 



MBN COARSB AND 8BLFI8H. 83 

that he is here to work, even at the risk of 
making his hands coarse and dirty ; and that 
he must acquire the power and the habit of 
resisting temptation, and not of flying from it, 
when it meets him in the path of duty, which 
for him must ever lie through the bleak wilder- 
ness and the pestilential marshes of this eyil 
world. But, though this is the right, the only 
way of forming a manly character, yet there 
is no doubt that the result is very rarely 
attained so perfectly as that there is not a 
considerable degree of coarseness mixed up 
with strength, and of selfishness with self- 
guidance and independence. We may find 
every other variety of evil in various indi- 
vidual men, but coarseness (often of spirit 
when the manners are highly polished, or 
more properly varnished), and selfishness, 
are those which characterise the sex, and 
which consequently gnaw like canker-worms 
at the very root of married and domestic life. 
To provide against these evils, to call forth the 
counteracting virtues, and so to form the 
Christian, and therefore perfect, husband, the 
Church not only requiret^ oi ^^ T&asL^^osdi^^:^ 
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engage to love and to cherish his wife, to com- 
fort and to bonour her, to keep her in sickness 
and in health, in poverty acd in riches, so long 
as they both shall live, but she makes him 
sum up all these in this new and more em- 
phatic form. She who in old times called forth 
the spirit of Christian knighthood in feudal 
courts and castlea, and taught the proud and 
fierce baron that, while his glittering arms and 
bia stately war-horse were but tbe signs of his 
nobility, his name and bia honour drew their 
true life and strength from his faithful service 
of the poor and the oppressed, the woman and 
tbe orphan:' — she who taught tbe Christian 
soldier to practise, and tbe Christian poet to 
paint, tbe uaion of courage and strength with 
gentleness and humility ; — she who, caring 
for us no less than for our fathers, atill keeps 
alive, in ' an age of sophisters, economists, and 
calculators,'' the old spirit of chivalry under the 



' See DC 
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modest guise of the Christian gentleman : — 
she hids the hushand hind himself to such 
knightly service, to such soldier-like and roman- 
tic allegiance and devotion, to such courteous 
deference and respect towards his own wife 
in all the daily intercourse of common life, 
whether she he lady or peasant, whether he 
he prince or ploughman ; she commands him 
to worship his wife as the living shrine of 
ideal heauty and goodness. Not to tBOr^ij^ 
with his spirit, as those Puritans seemed to 
have supposed, hut l»it^ ^ii "battui. ' It is 
written. Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and Him only shalt thou serve :' — this is 
the law of man's spirit, which he who hreaks 
inevitahly hecomes the slave of superstition and 
sin : hut not only is this sole worship of Grod 
compatible with that worship of Grod's image 
which the Church here ordains, but the latter 
is only possible in as far as the former is 

eye, he was only a man ' in spectacles, with a bob wig and a 
brown coat which seemed so tight that he could hardly move :* 
and he was surely not the sole possessor of the principles and 
feelings which in him gave birth to thoughts, and words, 
and deeds, which will never die. 

1 
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realized. Some "base adulation (the act of 
slaves not of free men) of power, physical or 
intellectual, in man — some seriEual, Caliban- 
like admiration of physicnl beauty in woman 
— there may be ■where the worship of God in 
spirit Bad in truth is absent ; hut the proper 
reverence for humanity and therefore for wo- 
manhood, in which that humanity exhibits it- 
self in weakness and passivity, there is not 
and cannot be. 

And hence this worship derivea bo great 
importance and sacredness, that the Church 
not only makes it thus prominent a part of 
the husband's engagement, hut requires the 
profession of it to be made in the holiest and 
most awful of all forms — In tt|r fixmt o( tf|f 
^fattier, anil of tfie f an, antioft!)c%oIfiei)DXt: 
a fact worthy to be meditated upon by all who 
think courtesy and politeness things of little 
consequence. And does not experience prove 
the Church to be in the right ? is it not found 
in practice that the unity and harmony of a 
family so depend upon the politeness of its 
members to each other, that these never exist 
where it ia wanting ; wWle it viiSi wm«^nxL<iV] 
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supply the place of what we might fancy far 
more important and influential virtues — may 
supply, not by substitution of itself merely, 
but by fostering into energy a moral life that 
must else have perished out of that home ? 
And if so, is it not also a fact — ^to be witnessed 
every day along with the others — that this 
politeness is found among the members where 
it first habitually actuates the head, and that 
where the husband and father is selfish and 
churlish, his image will be reflected too faith- 
fully from every object around him ? ^ 

I would just point out that the giving of the 
ring, and the declaration of endowment, like 
two smaller jewels, form appropriate parts of 
the whole rich clasp of wedlock, of which this 
worship is the chief stone: and then I will 
conclude this subject by quotations from ' those 
two lights of men/ from whose treasures I have 
already gathered so many spoils both of thought 
and word. 

^ A lady once observed to me, that St. Peter proved himself 
to have the trae spirit of a gentleman when he wrote ' Giving 
bonoor nnto the wife, as onto the weaker vessel :' — a remark 
worth reoordiiig. 
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'A person may be highly eatiraable oc the 
wliole, nay, amiable as neighbour, iriead, 
houaetnate — in short, in iJl the concentric 
circles of attachment eave only the last and 
inmost ; and yet from how many causes be 
estranged from the highest perfection in this ! 
Pride, coldness, or faatidiouaneaa of nature, 
worldly cares, an ansioua or ambitious dispo- 
sition, a passion for display, a sullen temper, — 
one or the other — too often proves ' the dead 
fly io the compost of spices,' and any one is 
enough to unfit it for the precious balm of 
unction. For some mightygoodsort of people, 
too, there is not seldom a sort of solemn 
saturnine, or if yoa will, ursine vanity, that 
keeps itself alive by sucking the paws of ita 
own self-importance. And as this high sense, 
or rather sensation of their own value is, foi 
the most part, grounded on negative qualities, 
so they have no better means of preserving th« 
same but by negatives — that is, by not doing 
or saying anything, that might be put down 
for fond, silly, or nonsensical ; — or (to use theii 
own phrase) by never forgetting themselves, 
which some of their aciiuuala.ace aitvvaiW 
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ritable enough to think the most worthless 
object they could be employed in remembering. 
The same effect is produced in thou- 
sands by the too general insensibility to a very 
important truth ; this, namely, that the misery 
of human life is made up of large masses, each 
separated from the other by certain intervals. 
One year, the death of a child ; years after, a 
failure in trade; after another longer or shorter 
interval, a daughter may have married unhap- 
pily; — ^in all but the singularly unfortunate, 
the integral parts that compose the sum total 
of the unhappiness of a man's life, are easily 
counted, and distinctly remembered. The 
happiness of life, on the contrary, is made up 
of minute fractions — the little, soon-forgotten 
charities of a kiss, a smile, a kind look, a 
heart-felt compliment in the disguise of playful 
raillery, and the countless other infinitesimals 
of pleasurable thought and genial feeling/ ' 

This is one. In the other, which follows, 
the quotation is made immediately for the sake 
of the last four lines : but I doubt not I should 

1 Coleridge's Poetical WotVL*<U.,V>aA'>'^. 
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be blamed by my readers if I did not give tbe 
whole, especially as the former part is not less 
exactly appropriate to some previous pages of 
my book. ■ 

' What need of clamorous bells, or ribands gay. 

These humble Nuptials to proclaim or grace ? 

Angels of Love, look down upon the place. 

Shed on the chosen Vale a sun-bright day ! 

Yet no proud gladness would the Bride display 

Even for such promise: — serious is her face, 

Modest her mien ; and she, whose thoughts keep pace 

With gentleness, in that becoming way 

Will thank you. Faultless does the Maid appear ; 

No disproportion in her soul, nu strife : 

But, when the closer view of wedded life 

Hath shown that nothing human can be clear 

From frailty, for that insight may the Wife 

To her indulgent Lord become more dear.' ^ 

X. 

THE RATIFICAtlON IN THE NAME OF GOD. 

The priest, bearing the commission, and 
clothed with the authority, of Him who is with 
His Church to the end of the world, and who 
by His presence and power makes valid every 
lawful act of those to whom He has entrusted 



'' Wordsworth's Miscellaneous Sonneis, ^ \«X,, %."XXy. 
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the keys qf ELis kingdom, first prays that God 
will remember His promise, and will bind in 
heaven what is now bound on earth, sending 
His blessing upon those whom His minister 
now blesses in His Name, and so inwardly knit- 
ting their hearts together that they may ever 
perform and keep, in its whole and full mean- 
ing, the vow and covenant of which the ring 
given and received is the outward token and 
pledge. Next, nothing doubting that the 
prayer is heard, that his commission is in full 
force, and that it is not he, but the Holy 
Ghost in him, who now acts and speaks, he 
joins their right hands together, saying, C^OiEfe 
SD|)om eats $at1^ iaiatts tozti^tt let tm mun 
]put niuntStt ; proclaims to the congregation, 3E 
pvanQumt tfyot t^tDi ht man antr fx^ift tojrrtl^n:, 
in t^t fiamt of t^t JTat^er, sn^ a( tt^t g^an, snlr 
0t tfyt !gol|? e^ait, ^mm ; and adds this 
blessing, ®otr f^t JTatfyer, ^q^ t^t ^an^ eats 
t^t !g0l|; ei^o^t, fUtiif pxtitvbt, antr Iter? jfou ; 
antr ga m sou fnii^ all isr^ptrttual fitnttsittian antr 
grace, tl^at sjr maj ia liht taztt^tx in ft^ii lift, 
tfyat in tt^t loarltr to come |?e mai; f^aht lift thtX' 
lajETttnjQ:. ^mtn* 
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Thus is the covenant finally and effectually 
ratified :^ — 'sealed, published, and declared/ in 
the language at once of the English law and 
of the old Catholic Church. ' That this act 
and word of the minister is the act and word 

1 ' As it was an ancient custom among the Romans, and other 
heathens, for masters to ratify the marriages of their servants ; 
so since We profess to be the servants of God, it is necessary 
that He should confirm oar contract.* Wheatly, X. vi. 6. 
Rather make the consequence the cause, and say, that be- 
cause it is necessary that God should confirm the contract of 
men His servants, therefore the Gentiles, who, though they 
had not the law, had the work of the law written in their 
hearts, were led to recognize and set forth this truth in those 
earthly relations of master and servant, which are shadows of 
man's relation to his Divine Lord. 

^ See the passage from Tertullian at the beginning of this 
book : on which passage Gothofred (as quoted by Bingham) 
says, that Tertullian alludes to the five gentile rites in mar- 
riage : the ' conciliators,* or friends who arranged the match ; 
the offering of the kiss and spousal gifts, which indissolubly 
confirmed the engagement ; the signing the contract^eed ; the 
presence and attestation of friends and witnesses ; and lastly, 
the consent of the parents. Bingham, Antiq. XXII, iv. 1. 
Bingham also quotes Gregory Nazienzen, who speaks of 
joining the right hands of the bride and bridegroom together, 
and both of them to the hand of God, * where joining of them 
to the hand of God is plainly but another expression for the 
benediction. ' 



of God, we all in practice believe, else we 
could not feel or think that there is any real 
difference between marriage so ratified, and 
the bare civil contract before the registrar, or 
more than a civil difference between it and no 
contract at all : but it would be better, it 
would bring forth better fruit in the lives of 
us all, married and unmarried, if we meditated 
more upon this our belief, and so fostered it into 
activity, instead of ' taking it for granted,' and 
then leaving it to be forgotten and die away. 
For is it a light thing, O thou Bridegroom, 
who art rejoicing in thy strength, and feeling 
that now is the true springtide of thy manhood 
in which thou goest forth to found a family of 
which thou shalt be the head ? — is it a light 
thing, O thou Bride, who art leaving thy 
father'^s house that thou mayest become the 
life of a new home, in which hope whispers 
that thou shalt find at once the unfading leaves, 
and the white flowers, and the green and the 
ripe fruit, of which thy bridal wreath reminds 
thee ? ' — ^is it a light thing that ye are made 

1 I heard last year that it was not then the fo&Iuotv. <»^ <^ 
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man and wife in the same Name and by the 
same Word in and by which each of you was 
made a member of Christ, a child of God, and 
an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven? If 
through the might of that Name — of the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost — you were 
in your baptism ' bom anew,' ' released of 
your sins,' ' sanctified with the Holy Ghost,' 
' and grafted into the body of Christ's Church,' ^ 
the same Name must be no less effectual in 
your marriage now. Be sure that you are now 
called to begin a new life, a new stage of that 
same regenerate baptismal life which was 
given you of God's free grace at the first ; that 
by the same grace you are now loosed from 
the chains of all previous bad habits which you 
may have long felt the bondage of but found 
no strength able to break, and that only fresh 
sin can bring you again under their power; 
that in the stead of such habits the germs of a 
holy life of duty are, under the quickening 
influence of God's Spirit, already beginning to 

bride to wear an orange flower wreath. Fashion should keep 
ber fooliah hands from meddling with such things. 

' Baptismal serneo. 
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bud in your hearts, and to promise you an 
abundant fruitage of all virtues, even of those 
which perchance — ^whether they had been lost 
to you by your own fault and frailty, or by the 
blight of irresistible circumstances — you have 
hitherto mourned for with the mourning of 
those that have no hope ; that your house with 
all its daily round of home duties and joys, 
of work and rest, is become a consecrated 
chapel and oratory in the Church of God. 
And as the great and inestimable blessing of 
baptism is that it is the pledge that you are 
saved not by works of righteousness which 
you have done, but by the free grace and elec- 
tion of God choosing you before you did any 
thing to merit that choice, — so remember that 
your married life stands not in your personal 
qualities, but in the marriage covenant, and 
that you are made one by it, and not by any 
thing that you can do for, or find in, each 
other. The Church did not forget nor omit to 
declare at the proper season the importance of 
your taking your marriage in hand with all 
due regard to such personal qualities ; but now 
the time for thatift ]^t\ '^wa ^tw5ssaaV\^>K«.- 



OQiO' 




I 






■yOO. 






•fbo* 









alt 



.ccot*^^** 






1 

\ 



ncocy 



it ^' 






to *^r^t \£ o 




CONNEXION OF MARRIAGE AND BAPTISM. 97 

we fall into sin we are to have recourse to our 
baptism, that there we may again obtain the 
Holy Ghost to be present with ns, so I do 
not scruple to say to you, that as often as you 
find either sin or suffering threatening to break 
down the unity and destroy the blessings of 

phany : ' Baptism is the beginning of repentance. As often 
therefore as thoa fallest into sin, have recourse unto thy bap- 
tism, there thou shalt again obtain the Holy Ghost, who may 
be present with thee.' The connexion between baptism and 
marriage which I have endeavoured to point out in the 
text appears to me to be so important to a right nndemtand- 
ing of the latter, that while I earnestly commend to the 
reader the study of the baptismal service in the Prayer Book, 
and of the relation of the idea of baptism there embodied, with 
the whole teaching of the Church and the Bible, I would add, 
that in the English volume of Luther's Sermons he will find 
probably the profoundest and most practical of all comments 
upon that service. The sermon on Salvation by Grace with- 
out work* is entirely on this subject ; and it is treated largely of 
in several of the others. Luther ever gives baptism the same 
prominence as St. Paul does, like him always referring to it as 
the pledge of our election in Christ and of our right to all the 
privileges of that election, like him always asserting or assum- 
ing that in baptism an actual union has been made between 
Christ and us, and that if we claim that union by faith, we 
become actual participators in the righteousness of Christ^ 
even as the wife becomes an actual participator in the name 
and rank and virtues of her husband. 
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come when the sunshine, which now gilds 
even the meanest forms, and makes the 
whole world lying about you to seem like a 
fairy land, shall fade into the light of com- 
mon day, and even that day too often be 
clouded with the wintry storms of this life, 
and darkness and change and death come 
over th^ scene. Then remember who built 
your house, and what is its comer-stone: 
remember that in your marriage God the 
Father undertook to be the Father of your 
house, as he had been thitherto of your persons, 
and promised that His Fatherly Hand should 
ever be over you in all relations, in all circum- 
stances, of your married life ; remember that 
then too God the Son, who redeemed you 
and at your baptism became your elder Bro- 
ther and your Friend, testified that He died 
not only for God*s one Family, the Church, 
but by the same shedding of his blood hath 
purchased for Himself each particular family 
within that Family, and that by His resur- 
rection He has become the ever-present Lord 
and Protector of your household also ; remem- 
ber that then God tbe RoV^ Qi^osX., ^i^^^^ \xsski. 
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your infoncy had been dwelling in you as the 
only source of even the least grace or virtue, 
descended upon you and became the very Bond 
of your union, and the Lord and Oiver of life in 
every act and fruit of that onion. Remember, 
believe, these things, and you will find them 
true in the darkest and longest trials which you 
may be called to bear — you will find tbem true 

^ because they are true : true indeed, whether you 
believe them or no, for they are the free gifts of 
God to you and all His elect people, not be- 
cause of your choo»ng Him, but because He 
has chosen you. Yet even because they are 
true, whether you believe them or no, ia it 
necessary that you should believe if you will 
be blessed by their truth. For they are not 
true unless they address themselves to your 
heart and spirit, and are able to supply the 
deep wants of these : and we wholly sever our 
words from tfaetr sense and meaning if we 
speak of the heart and spirit of man seeking or 
receiving anything but by faith. Even in the 
utterance the meaning becomes changed, and 
' beart and spirit' signify the self- interested 

feelioge and desires of our ea,xtt:&'j iuxnx«. 
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But if you have this faith, — if by faith you 
realize this as it were sacramental consecration 
of your wedlock and your home, then, looking 
stedfastly to the end, you will not mourn 
greatly for that ineyitable fading of the flow- 
ers of spring, fair and fragrant though they 
be : nay, you will call to mind, that the 
flower must fade if the fruit is to be formed 
and ripen, and so cease to grieve that there is 
nothing in this life which is not a fading and 
dying flower, when you not only know assur- 
edly that beneath that flower is the good fruit 
of life eternal, but also eat of it by faith even 
here on earth. Nor shall you be without many 
returns of such springtide, though they be 
transient ; nor without much and often renewed 
gladness of heart not the less true and Chris- 
tian because you know that the sunshine and 
blossoms which have kindled it by their com- 
ing, must speedily leave you again. Only let 
nothing, no power of life or of death, move 
you from holding fast that rock on which you 
are founded — the name of god. 

Would that I had wisdom to apprehend, and 
eloquence to declare, the m^^Xjei^ <qII >iaN&"^^>saR. 

/ R^ 



102 THE SATIFICATIOV tB THS VAMX OF OOD. 

arig^. The Name of God, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holjr Ghoet, is the foundation of 
the Choich. In this Name we are haptized, 
and assert oor Catholic fidth; in this Name 
we are oonfirmed in ihat fidth ; in this Name 
we offer np oor praises and oor pmyets, 
and receive absolution and blessing ; in this 
Name we draw near the table of the Lord; 
in this Name, marriage, the source and bond 
of all human relations, is consecrated : in a 
word, this Name compasses us about finom 
the cradle to the grave, and is the ground of 
our whole Christian life, spiritual or temporal. 
And since this most holy Name is the very 
substance of the Church and of each of her 
members, there is no vain repetition in her 
perpetual use of it. Our minds cannot reflect 
too much on it ; our hearts cannot be too full 
of the love of it; our whole being cannot 
repose too perfectly on it. As it may be said 
of the creed that he who repeats it as an essen- 
tial part of daily worship till he can see into 
the life of it, will thus become a truer believer 
tjban by any othei means; so I venture to 
siEnn that he will rise to tYie mo«\. «^m^^^ 
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apprebenaion ci Qod and Kd His Charcb, and 
will worahip Him best, who realizes most 
thoroaglily the meaning of ' that sacred hymn 
of glory, than which nothing doth sound more 
heavenly in the ears ci faithfol men' ' — Glory 
he to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Gho9t, as it was in the beginning, is now, 
mud ever shaU he, world without end. This is 
the centre, the key-note, of all praise, as praise 
itself is of all worship. But vainly should I 
attempt to rise to the height of this great argu- 
ment. If only I have by these weak words 
arrested the reader's attention, and called him 
to meditate for himself in silence on that which 
is indeed ineffable, it is enough. 

XI. 

OF THE INTROITS OR PSALMS. 

The rubric immediately before the preface 
directs that the marriage shall be solemnized 
* in the body of the Church,* which direction 

1 Hooker, Ecc. Po\.\. xXa.\\\.^ 
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has of late been again attended to in some 
places. And the marriage covenant being now 
completed, the minister is to go to the Lord's 
table, there to proceed with what is in fact 
the prelude to the communion sendee^ in a 
form beautifully modified to an exact accord- 
ance with the special occasion, and which the 
Church desires should be followed by the com- 
munion itself. And l^t fSiinisiUv ax Clttki, 
Uain^ ta t^t 3Laxts*i ^Mt^ are to iKn at iinq 
one of tf^t 9iBXmi folUrtDins* From very 
ancient times, even before the days of St. 
Jerome, a psalm was appointed to be sung 
at the beginning of the communion office, 
and was called Introitus or Iniroit, from 
its being sung or said while the priest made 
his entrance within the rails of the altar: 
which practice we still retain in another 
form. And in the first Common Prayer Book 
of Edward VI. there was a proper introit for 
each Sunday and holy- day throughout the 
year, prefixed to the several collects, epistles, 
and gospels, and selected for its connexion 

J WheaUy, X. viii. 0. 
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with these. ^ And though these were after- 
wards omitted, the English Church, as we see, 
has otherwise hoth in the ordinary and the 
occasional services retained the practice of 
appointing proper psalms, many of which are 
the Tery same as have heen used at the like 
seasons hy the whole Catholic Church from 
of old. The first of the psalms here, says 
Wheatly, has been * thought by some to have 
been drawn up for an epithalamium or marriage 
song, and for that reason taken into the mar> 
riage office by all Christians in the world : the 
other is propar to be used sometimes, when 
the age of the parties perhaps, not giving a 
prospect of the blessings mentioned in the 
foregoing psalm, renders that not so suitable 
to the occasion.'^ 

XII. 
OF THE SUPPLICATIONS AND PRAYERS. 

The minister now standing at the Lord's 
table, and the ^an and the woman kneeling 

1 For this account of the Introits, see Wheatly, V. Intro- 
duct. viiL 

2 X. \m. ft. 
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before it, he offers up prayers which, as I have 
pointed out before, are of the nature of a 
litany, or earnest supplication, of the Church 
yet militant and in actual conflict with all the 
powers of evil. First, the ancient form, ^ 

ft0rlr» l^atie merc|^ u|i0n va, 
€^xiitf l^atie morrs u|i0n ui, 
ft0rlr» l^atie morrs ttjpon tti^, 

which, as here, very commonly precedes t^e 
ll0rW iprafitt : ' whereby we are taught first to 
bewail our unworthines?, and pray for mercy; 
and then with an humble boldness to look up to 
heaven, and call God our Father, and beg far- 
ther blessings of Him.' ' And just because this 
is the universal pattern of prayer, because it 
is that which has best expressed the deepest 
desires of the heart of man, woman, and child, 
in every age and land in which it has been 
taught, however various the form of those 
desires may have been — therefore is it most 
exactly applicable to this particular occasion. 

1 It is of great antiquity both in the Eastern and Western 
CbuTchea. Wheatly, III. xvi. 

The same. 
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That the new-married husband and wife should 
address themselves to a Father, to whom they 
can commit the care of themselves and of the 
house now founded in them, and that He should 
be their Father in heaven, whose love and wis- 
dom and power are not finite and imperfect like 
an earthly parent's : that they should desire that 
His Name, in which their union has just been 
consecrated and blessed, should be hallowed : 
that they should pray for the manifestation of 
that kingdom in which they have of individual 
subjects been made an incorporate and muni- 
cipal body, and that they may be continually 
governed by that Will which alone can guide 
their wills in the due fulfilment of their new 
duties : that they should ask for daily bread, 
now that the care of providing food for their 
household, both for the body and soul, — a care 
which no worldly affluence will enable them to 
dispense with — ^has been undertaken by them : 
that they should remember that only by mu- 
tual forbearance and forgiveness of that frailty 
of the flesh which alike finds irritation in the 
trials and the pleasures of life, can they hope 
' ever to remain in perfect love and i^oA^tj^^- 
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ther/ and should therefore pray that they may 
find the spirit, and form the habit, of that for- 
bearance in the realization of their Heavenly 
Father's continual forgiveness of their tres- 
passes : ^ that they should confess that, whe- 
ther their faith is to be proved by worldly pros- 
perity and wealth, or by affliction and poverty, 
they are too weak to stand alone in the day of 
trial, and therefore supplicate that they may 
not be led into temptation such as alone can 
teach those, who have no such sense of their own 
weakness, what is in their hearts : that they, 
feeling that they have now fresh need of a 
Divine Lord and Saviour to protect and lead 
them through the new difficulties and dangers 
which their new duties and responsibilities 
must bring with them, should call upon 
God to be their Deliverer from evil : — are not 
these at once the very petitions most suitable 
to their present position and circumstances, 
and those to which the Lord's Prayer supplies 
the exactly fitting form of words ? 

1 Lather says, in the aennon on the Kingdom of Ood, thai 
'in tbiB kingdom thou ahalt find nothing but gnux, goodneM, 
pardon^ and ibigiveneM of nnSyVyve vnd \S6DJtltsQMA.* 
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Of the ttMvKSti that follow the EorH'iT 
9n(9^ I ^^1^ ^^7 repeat (what I have already 
pointed out) that they are among the links by 
which this office is connected with the daily 
prayers as well as with the other occasional 
services, while there is at the same time such 
variation of the details as shall make them 
accord, in a wonderful and beautiful harmony, 
with each particular occasion. ^ 

Not less elaborate is the workmanship of 
each of the succeeding collects and the bless- 
ing, like the several parts of some cathedral, in 
which there is not only a unity of beauty in 
the whole, but where every ornament down to 
the smallest flower is a perfect piece of art in 
itself. I will only point out in the first prayer, 
in which the Church supplicates for those spi- 
ritual blessings of which wedlock is the special 
pledge, and the means whereby they are re* 
ceived, that she addresses God as 6olf of ^ra« 
(Km, 6olf of iiKKt, eats at gacoi,— thus plead- 



] This will be more evident if the reader compares all the 
services, inulading the four properly national ones — for the 5th 
of November, the 80th of January, the 29th of May, and the 
aOth of June. 
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ing with Him that covenant in ifhich family re- 
lationshijis were first formally reco^iaed as liv- 
ing bonds between God and man, hut of which 
the blessings were not to he confined to the 
patriarcha and their children, but to be freely 
bestowed on all families of the earth ; and at 
the Bame time awakening the hearts of those 
by and for whom the prayer is now offered to 
the remembrance and consideration of that 
patriarchal life of afiraijam anB g'arnji (aa, in 
B. former prayer, of Jidaat aiiB Bthr&al)) aa the 
Scriptural model of the married stiite. In the 
second, while she praya for the best of all 
earthly blessings, the grartoutf gilt of children, 
she reroemhera that not by itself merely would 
eren this gift be a blessing ; that if children are 
to he ableasing, and not acurse, to their father 
and mother, they must be Ctjridtfanlit an* Sir- 
tuouiJIjj 6ranQtt nf,ta t^E pcaUc anti tianaur 
offiatt; and therefore while she asks for them 
this 'heritage that comelh of the Lord,* she asks 
that they may tilia Xlbe tasctfjct tfo long (it 
saWs lobt anti tioiicdtn tljal tfjcij maji Ste G)tir 
r^iOircii BO growing up round them. In the 
t^ird coUect, which ia for grace ftiat \keTOwa 
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and wife may live together in holy love and in 
the fulfilment of their duties to each other, 
consider the two-fold preface in which the 
ground of these duties and of the inviolable 
bond from which they spring, is set forth. First, 
^ ^ati, l»(o hyi t$9 mijQ^ts patntr^ait moire all 
^inffi of nat\)ins; WSS^a Ma (aUtt at^tx 
ti^inffi itt in avtstt) tsMt Kpj^aint tfyat aut at 
man (creotetr after tfyint al»n imaat ants iimili' 
tutst) Inomiui il^anVa toite (er htsinnins ; antr 
itnittinir t^em taatt^tx nmt teacQ, t!)at it 
nzhtr i{]^ottnr he lafoful ta put ainntitx tt^ait 
tn^am tt^an hii matximanii ^ait moire aiie:— 
where the settled order of the creation, and 
of man as the last and highest work of crea- 
tion, is set forth as the foundation of the mu- 
tual duties of husband and wife : yet not that 
order by itself (for if creation were a mere 
machine of nature its existence could involve 
no duties), but in its living connexion with the 
Almighty God, who was the original Maker of 
all things out of nothing, the Appointer of the 
relations between the woman and the man — 
created after His own image — and Himself the 
Teacher of the moral duties thence proceed- l 



112 THB SUPPLICATIONS AND PRATERS. 

ing. And second, d Sefts^ fn^o ^Kit aivait' 
tx&ttts t^t itatt af nrntximonyi ta iwb an e^rceP 
lent mj^ittrjif tt^Kt in it iJi iisniXM anH vt^rt' 
itntt^s tfyt i^^ivibml marriage anlr units ^ettoi^rt 
Cl^riitt antr "fyii Ct^urd^ : — where that highest 
significance of wedlock, which, having been 
known in the secret counsels of God before 
the foundations of the world, was first made 
fiilly manifest in the Grospel of Jesus Christ, 
is declared as the inmost life of the same du- 
ties: but of this I have spoken before. 

Like thoughts will suggest themselves as to 
the final Blessing. In this the priest — with no 
unauthorised or doubting boldness — calls down 
from Almighty God, the Creator of mankind, 
at once that holiness and bliss with which 
He HiJf imttitfn anif ]ain toatt^tr auv firrft 
puttntif ^am antr Cht, while yet in Eden, and 
that far higher sanctification and benediction 
of t^e xid^ti of l^ii grace, that gift of a new 
life which the apostle Paul (of whom we are 
reminded by the words riches, grace, which he 
loves to use when speaking of the Gospel) 
JjahituaHy declares to be freely bestowed on all 
j'n baptiam, and as freely en3o^e^\y5 iSi Nirho 
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tiiroagh faith in Christ claim the privileges of 
that baptism: — ^and of which same life the 
Church now conducts a fertilizing rill — ' of 
living waters and streams from Lebanon' — into 
the garden of wedlock, calling on Him who 

from the first 
Was present, and with mighty wings oatspread 
Dove-like sat brooding on the vast abyss, 
Making it pregnant, 

and who in the day of Pentecost descended 
with the sound as of a mighty rushing wind ; 
calling on Him and saying, 

Awake north wind ; and blow thou south ; 

Blow upon my garden, that the spices tliereof may flow 

out 
Let my Beloved come into His garden. 
And eat His pleasant fruits.^ 

XIII. 
THE EXHORTATION. 

' In all the old Common Prayer Books (that 
is till the last review^ the rubric before this 
exhortation was worded thus : Then shall begin 

^ Song of Songs, IV, 16. ^ j^ ^j^i^ 
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the Communion} And after the Gospel shall be 
said a Sermon, wherein ordinarily (so oft as there 
is any marriage) the office of a man and wife 
shall he declared according to holy Scripture; or 
if there be no Sermon, the Minister shall read as 
followeth. Why the rubric was altered shall 
be shown in the next section. In the mean 
while I shall observe, that if the married per- 
sons are disposed to conmiunicate, the office 
for the Communion must still begin immedi- 
ately after the fore-mentioned blessing. And 
after the Gospel and Nicene Creed, if there be 
no sermon declaring the duties of man and 
wife, the exhortation here appointed is to be 
read instead of it. For the married persons hay- 
ing mutually engaged to live together tutattS* 
itifl to eaiti*i (als arlrituince, that is, accord- 
ing to those laws which He has ordained in 



' Mr. Palmer says that in the old En^sh church the ode 
bration of the Communion b^an b^ore the prayer or benedi 
tion beginning * O God, who by thy mighty power.' Origio 
Liturg. II, 217. This would perhaps stiU more complelr 
incorporate the Communion with the Marriage service, f 
more exactly correspond with the method (of which I a! 
apeak immedUtely) adopted in the Ordination services. 
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His Word; it is very necessary they should 
hear and know what those laws are which 
they have engaged to perform. It was God's 
own command, that the kings of Israel should 
have a copy of the law delivered to them at 
their coronation ; and there is the same reason 
to give this abstract to those that have taken 
upon themselves the state of matrimony. For 
which reason, instead of the Epistle and Gos- 
pel used in the offices of the Greek and Roman 
Churches, here is a full collection of the duties 
of both parties, drawn from the epistles of two 
great apostles, St. Peter and St. Paul, in imi- 
tation of the practice of the primitive Church, 
which, always after the celebration of a mar- 
riage, exhorted the parties to keep their matri- 
monial vow inviolate.' ^ I have already touched 
upon the chief points spoken of in this exhort- 
ation, and therefore here leave it to the consi- 

' Wheatly, X, viii. Mr. Palmer says, ' It does not seem 
that tach an exhortation was used in the English churches 
before the reform of oar offices, in the time of Edward VI ; 
bat the rituals of the churches of Liege and Milan contain 
directioD8 for a similar exhortation.' Origines Liturg. II, 
219. 
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deration— may it be deep, earnest, prayerful— 
of my readers themselves. 

XIV. 
THE HOLY COMMUNION. 

This rubric previously to the review of the 
Prayer Book in 1661 was peremptory — The 
new-married persons, the same day of their mar^ 
riage, must receive the Holy Communion — but 
altered to its present form on the objection of 
the dissenting ministers at the conference at 
the Savoy, who said that ' this either enforced 
all such as were unfit for the sacrament to 
forbear marriage, contrary to Scripture, which 
approves the marriage of all men; or else com- 
pelled all that should marry to come to the 
Lord*s Table, though never so unprepared/ * — 



* Wheatly, X, ix. The passs^e (as given by Wheatly) goes 
on to enforce their objection, * the rather because that marriage 
festivals are too oilen accompanied with such divertisements, 
as are unsuitable to those Christian duties, which ought to be 
before, and follow after, the receiving of that holy sacrament.' 
A striking instance of the meeting of extremes — ^the anti-catho- 
lic puritan agreeing in spirit with the anti-catholic papist. I 
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The Church doubtless exercised a wise discre- 
tion in the change, which is in accordance with 
the principle upon which she does not forbid 
persons to come to the morning prayer on sun- 
day unless they also remain to the comple- 
tion of the communion service. For she does 
not the less plainly assert the fitness and 
importance of their partaking of the holy feast, 
but only guards against the danger — then 
chiefest — of turning into an act of mere forma- 
lity that of which the very design and meaning 
require that it should be the free-will act of 
the whole heart. And I trust that now the 

have before pointed out how the latter inculcates the monstrous 
doctrine that mBxrmge is a state of unholiness licensed by the 
Church, instead of one of the chief instruments of true Chris- 
tian holiness: and here in like manner the puritan considers a 
marriage-festival as a profane revel, licensed by the same 
authority, but which, being intrinsically evil, must defile the 
Lord's Supper if they be not kept quite apart from each other. 
It. would be hard to say which is the more irreligious and demo- 
ralizing part of the notion — ^that the Gospel does license sin 
within certain limits ; or that the right partaking of this holy 
feast is not the only way of duly hallowing every common 
festival, and of strengthening its guests against the temptation 
to turn it into an occasion of selfish enjoyment and of ' diver- 
tLsements unsuitable* to the character of a Christian man. 
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time is not far off, when the growing feeling 
and understanding of our inestimable privi- 
leges as members of the Catholic Church, will 
cause this provision and direction for the re- 
ceiving of the communion at the time of mar- 
riage to remain no longer a dead letter, and 
that all serious persons will look on that sacra- 
ment as no less a part of the marriage service 
than their vows or the benediction of the 
minister — remembering here too the words of 
Him who has said, ' Except ye eat the flesh of 
the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have 
no life in you.' 

It will throw light upon the method of the 
Church in this matter if we compare the ordi- 
nation services and the form (handed down from 
very ancient times) of the coronation of our so- 
vereigns, with this of holy matrimony, in aU of 
which there is the same introduction of the sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper, as the bond and 
seal of the solemn engagements in each case en- 
tered into. I have pointed out already^ how the 

^ The method I have adopted of following the order of the 
service, and commenting on each successive part, has made 
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words of the Church, on tying the knot of 
wedlock and proclaiming its inviolability, con- 
nect marriage with the sacrament of Baptism ; 
how she then teaches that as baptism is, by 
the free gift of God, the beginning of a new 
life to all who are thereby received into God's 
family, so really — so certainly — is the mar- 
riage which the Church makes and blesses a 
fresh beginning of that same regenerate life to 
the married persons, in all that relates to their 
union and to the family of which it is the foun- 
dation : and in like manner are they now re- 
minded that in the other sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper must they ever find the food and nou- 
rishment necessary for the continuance of the 
same life in them. Believing this, acting upon 
this belief, how would the hearts of married 
persons be quickened and their minds enlight- 
ened in the participation of this mystery of 

Tepetition, here and in other places, unavoidable. In the ser- 
vice itself, in which the latter half is in a great measure the 
same as the former, only recast into new and more beautiful 
forms of prayer and praise, the repetition is a real merit — just 
as it is in music, or in the writings of the Hebrew Prophets, 
with whose spirit the Church is ever deeply imbued. 
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our common faith ! How would tbdr commu- 
nion with God and with their brethren in 
this sacrament become living and practical 
when they felt it to be thus inseparably con- 
nected with all the affections and interests and 
cares of their earthly fellowship ; how would 
that earthly fellowship be transfigured to a 
heavenly and unfading brightness when it was 
thus found to be a true part of the universal 
fellowship of the Church of Christ ! Even now, 
in the morning of love, and hope, and joy, thy 
heart tells thee, O Bride, O Bridegroom, that 
these are not deep enough to satisfy thy soul, 
— tells thee so then most plainly when most 
thou feelest how pure and holy and of Gk>d 
they are : but draw near to this marriage feasts 
clothed in the marriage garment which has 
been provided for you, 'offering and presenting 
yourselves, your souls and bodies, to be a rea- 
sonable, holy, and living sacrifice to God,' and 
then shall you be so ' fulfilled with His grace 
and heavenly benediction' that the inmost and 
largest desires of your hearts shall be satisfied. 
Here shall ye learn the meaning of that pledge 
of wedlock — ^the ring gWea wA t^^w^^— ^sd. 
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why it and other pledges which to the cold 
understanding may seem trivial and worthless, 
do express to your hearts the fact of your 
union as no words can do, when ye see plainly 
its relation to those holy s3rmbols of the hread 
and wine, (as of the water in baptism,) which, 
mean and earthly as they seem to the carnal 
eye, are not only badges or tokens of our 
Christian profession, but effectual signs of Gt>d's 
grace^ — outward and visible signs of an inward 
and spiritual grace given unto us, ordained by 
Christ Himself, as a means whereby toe receive 
the some, and a pledge to assure us thereof.^ 
Here shall ye learn how, and how only, ye may 
abide together in a love which has no alloy and 
no reserve, no taint of earthliness or selfishness, 
when — ^remembering that for your famDy too, 
and for its sins ' our Lord Jesus ^Christ was 
contented to be betrayed and given up into the 
hands of wicked men and to suffer death upon 
the cross — * ^ ye come together to this altar to 
daim the benefits of that His inestimable sacri- 

1 Article on the Sacraments. ^ The Catechism. 
^ Seethe first collect fox GQQi¥x\^i. 

1& 
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fice; tnd when, being thus wuhed by His blood 
from ill that can defile and separate you ham 
each yther, and bdng renewed with His Spirit 
of lost, you cherub and preserve, and diffuse 
through all the channels of yonr daily life die 
grace thus recaved, by joining together in 
daily prayer to God in His name. Here shall 
ye leun how, being made one, even as the 
Father and the Son are one, your wedded Ufe 
is become the image of tbe ineffable Union oi 
those Blessed Persons ; and bow the anthotity 
of thi husband and the obedience of the wife 
can continue true and entire, and yet co-exist 
with that perfect eqnalky between them which 
married love demands, because ye represent 
that Union — in which perfect subordination 
and perfect equality meet together in the fel- 
low^tiip of the Father and the Son.' Here too 

' ' T» life of the Son or Odd wu the life of obedience. 
Proud men cuuux oudenland bow He, who is one wilh tht 
Futiict, yea, equal to the pHther, ihould jet be obedient to tht 
FsUwr. Tbe; da not entei inlo Ibu mjMeif at loie — Ihej 
laiiniii eipUin in their cMnol haani how the Ahnightj 
Falhrsrcominuidi heanae the Son obeja, and tbe Son obejf 
iHuuiut ibe Fuber iwminuidi; buJ bow tbsre vould be nc 
id if ibsre were not obediai«,and there would be dc 
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shall ye find not only strength and wisdom in 
the day of prosperity, but also support and con- 
solation in the day of adversity : when sickness 
and sorrow shall silence the song of joy and 
gladness, and when death shall sever branches 
never upon earth to be re -united to their parent 
trunk, and leave wounds therein never to be 
wholly healed, then will this holy sacrament re- 
mind you that His Body and Blood were given 
to preserve your bodies as well as souls unto 
everlasting life ; then will it assure you, as 
nothing else can do, that through the dear 
might of Him who died for you and your 
children death has no power over them or 
you, and can make no separation between you, 
seeing that both you and they are ' very mem- 
bers incorporate in the mystical body of the 

obedience if there were not command. And they do not see 
how the Son came to carry on the same life here on earth 
which He had in heaven, to show forth this same blessed obe- 
dience in his human life and human death. But this is so, 
whether we understand it or not ; and therefore, by saying,* I 
command these stones to be made bread,' He would have been 
giving np His privil^e and glory as the Son of Ood ; which 
privilege and glory was in all things to obey — in all things to 
do His Father's will.' — Maurice's Sermons, pp. 160, 101. 
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Son of God, which is the blessed company of 
all faithful people/ both in earth and heaven. 
In the passage of Tertullian which I have 
already referred to, and which is given in full 
as a motto to this book, we see the antiquity 
of this confirmation of wedlock by the sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, and that though the 
early Church might call marriage itself a sacra- 
ment, it was not in such a sense as made this 
confirmation unnecessary. The relation of the 
two, — ^how it is that * in the writings of the 
Fathers all articles which are peculiar to Chris- 
tian faith, all duties of religion containing that 
which sense or natural reason cannot of itself 
discern, are most commonly named sacra- 
ments,' ^ — is beautifully and satisfactorily ex- 
plained in the following words : ' But there was 
one great blessing upon this state of mind [of 

the early Christians] which was afterwards 

converted into a curse. That which is the 
commonest element for the sustenance of man, 
—that which is the greatest inspirer of his 



1 Hooker, Ecc. Pol. V, 1. [2.] • Yet they contmually speak 
oUtPo great sacraments/ Palmer's Orig. Liturg. II. 108. 
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animal energies and life, — ^having been conse- 
crated into the symbols of a high mystery, 
e?ery thing else in nature assumed a sacred 
and sacramental character ; every thing spoke 
to them of a Being who had stooped to take 
their nature upon Him ; every common thing 
seemed to have been touched by the Divine 
Enchanter, and converted into gold. There 
was no notion of defining the number of such 
sacraments, far less of raising any of them to 
an equality with those to which they all owed 
their beauty and graciousness. Still it would 
be most likely that the most important crises 
and institutions of human life should seem to 
be endowed with a peculiar glory, — above all, 
the sacred institution of marriage, throughout 
the bible the symbol of the union of Christ 
and His members, established, as they believed, 
for the very end of shadowing it forth, — ^would 
almost of course, be regarded as a mystery, 
and in some sort as a key to all others.' ^ The 
curse spoken of in the first sentence of this 

1 Maurice's Kingdom of Christ, Vol. I, pp. 200, 310, 
Ist edit. 

M 3 
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extract is tbos expUdned by the writer a little 
further on, when describing the darkness and 
confosion of the Church in the times just pre- 
ceding the Reformation : — ' men exalted the 
events and conditions of their own lives, 
which, in the former age, had been glorified by 
the two sacraments, to a level with them ; and 
began accurately to define how many of these 
conditions are deserving of this mysterious 
honour. Thus on the one hand the sacra- 
ments were degraded still further by earthly 
illustrations and interpretations ; and the robe 
of divinity which is meant to be spread over 
all life and all human nature, was formally 
confined to certain portions of each, the rest 
being left cold and naked.' ^ I have endea- 
voured to show how our Church preserves to us 
all the blessing while she secures us from the 
curse — ^how she brings Ynarriage into the 
closest and most lively union with both the 
sacraments, though she declares that ' matri- 
mony is not to be counted for a sacrament o 
the Gospel, and has not like nature of a sacrv 



' Tbesame, pp.321, 232. 
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ment with Baptism and the Lord's Supper/ ^ 
and thus by upholding the peculiar right of 
these to that name, secures to wedlock and all 
other states and conditions of human life a 
dignity which they cannot retain but by help 
of something distinct from, and above, them- 
selves. A farther light of no little value 
will be found in the following passage from 
Coleridge. There was given to him (perhaps 
as hardly to any other man) the love of Truth, 
and the power to seek it, for its own sake, 
and not for the sake of its results, while his 
humble practical faith as a Christian man en- 
abled him to apply the whole force of his 
mighty intellect as reverently as boldly to the 
holiest subjects : and therefore it is important 
to have his confirmation, which is certainly de- 
rived from grounds of pure reason, of a doc- 
trine which the Church teaches authoritatively, 
and which the masters of the laws of ecclesias- 
tical polity show us to be in harmony with all 
her other doctrines and to bear like good fruits 
with them through her whole history. He says, 

^ Artideon the Sacraments. 
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' It might be a mean of preventing many un- 
happy marriages if the youth of both sexes had 
it early impressed upon their minds, that mar- 
riage contracted between Christians is a true 
or perfect symbol or mystery; that is, the 
actualizing faith being supposed to exist in the 
receivers, it is an outward sign co-essential 
with that which it signifies, or a living part of 
that, the whole of which it represents. Mar- 
riage therefore, in the Christian sense (Ephe- 
sians v, 22 — 33), as symbolical of the union of 
the soul with Christ the Mediator, and with 
God through Christ, is perfectly a sacramental 
ordinance, and not retained by the reformed 
churches as one of the sacraments, for two 
reasons ; first that the sign is not distinctive of 
the Church of Christ, and the ordinance not 
peculiar, nor owing its origin to the Gospel 
dispensation ; secondly, that it is not of univer- 
sal obligation, nor a means of grace enjoined 
on all Christians. In other and plainer words, 
marriage does not contain in itself an open 
profession of Christ, and it is not a sacrament 
of the Church, but only of certain individual 
members of the Church. It is evident, how- 
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ever, that neither of these reasons affect or 
diminish the religious nature and dedicative 
force of the marriage vow, or detract from the 
solemnity in the apostolic declaration : This is 
a great mystery.' ^ 

XV. 

CONCLUSION. 

For a reason not altogether dissimilar from 
that which I have assigned for the preceding 
quotation, I now sum up — how fully the reader 
may judge — the views of the Church which I 
have endeavoured to elucidate in the foregoing 
pages, in the words of a puritan divine : — 

' You that are married persons, see yourselves 
in this double glass, of Paradise, and the Trinity. 
By these glasses dress yourselves in your loveli- 
ness and loves one for another. St. Paul saith 
that marriage is honourable among all, or in all 
things. A type hath a double honour ; the figure 
which b shadowy, the truth which is a substan- 
tial glory. Husbands and wives preserve the 

^ Aids to Beflection, pp. 28, 39, note. 
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honour of your state at least in the shadowy- 
part. Bear the figore of the ever glorious 
Trinity, whose type you are, hy a moral beauty, 
truth, purity, sweetness, which are the gold and 
precious metal in the ring of this love-union. 
This will make marriage an earthly paradise. 
But rest not in this. You will find a serpent 
here, that will quickly poison all your sweets 
and change your fiowers into thorns, if you pas^ 
not through the earthly into the heavenly para- 
dise. Then you wear the marriage-crown in 
truth, when that Spirit, which is the band of 
love between the Father and the Son, is the 
eternal band of divine love between you also ; 
when you also make your marriage-bed in the 
bosom of the Holy Ghost. What joys, what 
an immortal offspring is bom of those lovers, 
where the love-fellowship of these below, and 
the sacred love-fellowship of the Blessed Tri- 
nity above, descend and ascend one into ano- 
ther, where they mingle themselves univer- 
saUy !' ' 



Stern 's Sermoni : Ist posthumoua VoL pp. 809, 810. 
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Reader, I have finished — ^not indeed all that 
might be fitly said, but — that small part which 
I could attempt to handle : and now I leave 
thee to meditate in the silence of thine own 
spirit, and so to rise from the consideration of 
the several details which I have successively 
pointed out, to the infinite life and meaning of 
the whole, there to drink deeply for thyself 
of the overflowing river of prayer and praise 
and holy joy. When thou visitest some new 
scene of God's creation, where the fast-stand- 
ing hills and the deep calm lake, the solemn 
woods and the smiling meadow, are joined in 
one fair prospect, thou dost not refuse the aid 
of the peasant guide who can shew thee the 
mountain path which leads to the vantage 
ground of view, yet when this is gained thou 
gladly partest with him that thou mayest be- 
hold and take in the vision of delight with no 
disturbing presence : when thou enterest some 
cathedral or minster, thou willingly takest 
in thy hand that slight book of names and 
dates which is offered thee, and then, when 
it has given thee its information, tumest 
from it to contemplate with undivided regard 
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those Crod-like works — Grod-like because the 
works of man made in the image of God and 
breathed into by His Spirit — which spread 
themselves in order before thee : and if here 
too, at the entrance of this paradise of nature, 
this consecrated temple of beautiful design 
and workmanship, which Gkxi our Father, 
calling men to be fellow- workers with Him, 
has, of His infinite love to our land, planted 
and dedicated upon English ground — if here 
some one of my countrymen or countrywomen, 
but chiefly that bride and bridegroom for whose 
dear sakes my task was undertaken, can find 
like humble guidance, like brief information, I 
now gladly depart from their presence and 
their thoughts, having finished a service which 
acceptance all too richly repays. 
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[A] 

The ooonterpart of that portion of the Prayer Book which 
begins with the office of baptism, and inclades all the occa- 
sional services, was (with the exception of the offices which 
only a bishop could perform) called the Manual in the 
diorches of Salisbury and York before the reformation ; and 
another name sometimes given to the same services in the 
middle ages was ihe Institution} And when in Henry Vlllth's 
reign the convocation took the first steps towards that revi- 
sion and translation of the old formularies which at last ended 
in the completion of our present Prayer Book, they first pub- 
lished (in 1537) a book, * called The godly and pious institu- 
tion of a Christen Man^ containing a declaration of the Lord's 
Prayer, the Ave Maria, the Creed, the Ten Commandments, 
and the Seven Sacraments, 4ec., which book was again pub- 
lished A.D. 1640, and 1543, with corrections and alterations, 
under the title of A necessary doctrine and erudition for any 
Christen Man,* In the next year the litanies were translated 

I Palmer'i Oilginet Utmrg. vol. II, p. IM. 
N 



134 APPENDIX. 



into English, ' and finally, in the year 164^, the king's Primer 
came forth, wherein were contained, amongst other things, the 
Lord's Prayer, Creed, Ten Commandments, Venite, Te Deum, 
and other hymns and collects in English ; and several of them 
in the same version in which we now use them.*' I have given 
these several facts that the reader may judge whether there is 
not historical ground for believing that in old times, when our 
fathers were using the services which we still use in our com- 
mon worship, they were possessed by that idea of them which 
I have endeavoured to set forth in the text to which this note 
refers. And for the fuller illustration of that idea I have 
selected the following from among several similar passages to 
be found in the works of the same writer. I give it for its own 
worth, and because it is now out of print, but also because I 
am indebted for all that I have myself said upon the subject* 
(as indeed for more than half the thoughts in thb book) to this 
my honoured friend ; and I all the more gladly thus bring the 
copy into comparison with the original, because I know that the 
pale reflected rays of the attendant planet must cease to shine 
in the presence of the sun from which it borrows its light : — 

' Believing the Church to be a kingdom, which each nation, 
from the time of its conversion to Christianity had become 
bound to acknowledge, bound, J. mean, for the sake of its own 
stability and existence ; they s started at once with the assump- 
tion that every English child was to be received into this 
kingdom by Baptism, and was to be treated as a member of it. 
It was as much admitted by this rite into Christ's heavenly 
kingdom of the church, as it was by birth into Christ's earthly 

1 Wheatlj on the Uook of Common Prayer : Appendix to Introductory 
Discourse. 

3 Ttie Reformers. 
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kingdom of the nation. It was not cognizant of the privileges 
belonging to cither state, no, not even of the lower, but still 
mighty privilege of being the member of a family, — ^but to 
each of these blessings were its teachers, confiding in God's 
promises and help, to awaken its inward eye, as the outward 
c^iened upon the face of its parents, — upon the hills and vallics 
of its native land, — upon its towns and castles, which testified 
that it was a land which the Lord God had cared for, — upon 
its churches, which spoke of its connexion with the mysterious 
and the invisible. The silent education under the eye of its 
parents, God's ordinance for calling forth the c^ffectioru, — the 
stem sway of schoolmasters, his ordinance for awakening the 
conscience, — were alike an induction into the full enjoyment 
of those higher ordinances assumed in both, which showed that 
the awfulness of disobedience is never so great as when it is 
committed against a perfectly loving Father. Baptism lay at 
the commencement of this great scheme of spiritual education ; 
the Divine declaration of the state of the creature before God 
and of its relation to its fellow men, teaching the teacher with 
what an awful subject he has to deal, what mighty power he 
has at his command, for what a glorious end he is continually 
to be working ; holding forth to the learner an unfailing hope 
of ever increasing life, and peace, and knowledge, of which 
even in his pupilage he enjoys the foretaste, of which only by 
the sacrifice of self-will he may obtain the fruition. Child, and 
boy, and man, are alike instructed that they have an interest in 
this kingdom ; that all the acts of their life can only be inter- 
preted in relation to it; can be Justly performed only while 
they keep it in remembrance. They are surrounded by it each 
morning when they awake ; they are to rise and give thanks 
that it is theirs by every title of conquest and inheritance; to 
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confess how little they have cared for its privileges ; to plead the 
assurance which experience has taught than, that they shall fall 
from all its glories, unless they be upheld with fresh strength 
that day to receive the promised supply of pardon, encou- 
ragement, experience, wisdom, confidence, enjoyment. This 
kingdom compasses them in as they lie down at night, to bear 
witness of another day of continued unstartling miracles ; of 
bodily and spiritual nourishment supplied, as much from hea- 
ven as if they saw the white flakes on the ground, and went 
out for the first time to ask what is it, and to inspire the 
prayer of hope and fear, that the Presence which has been with 
them through the day, the Angel of the Covenant, who has 
permitted the cloud to shelter them from the sun's heat, may 
be a light round about them in the night seascm. Every act 
reminds them that they are brought into this Isiagdam of 
righteousness, and peace, and love. A marriage cannot be 
celebrated unless the King be present, to turn the water of an 
earthly ordinance into the wine of a spiritual mystery; he 
must be with them on their sick beds ; he must go with them to 
death and the grave, in which he has been before them. 
Such was the idea of our Reformers, and in expressing this 
idea, they found they had no occasion to invent, they had 
only to purify. A kingdom they believed had been set up in 
the world ages before. Its subjects had been taught to express 
their wants, their thanksgivings, their hopes in every crisis of 
sorrow and joy, — in these, mcD had found solace, and hope, 
and inspiration, excitements to their devotion when they were 
sluggish; sympathy in it which encouraged, not cramped, 
their own aspirations when they were cheerful; these, re- 
minded them that Christ was the same yesterday, to day, and 
for ever ; and that there was a golden chord of feelings binding 
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generation to generation. Surely, to invent some cold, and 
correct, and scholastic formulas of devotional propriety, — 
surely, to leave it to the chance of individual feeling creating 
an expression for its own solitary and selfish wants, would not 
have been so good a way of providing life for that age, strength 
for those that were to come, as to remove from the ancient 
forms, whatever impurities had crept into them, through the 
notions and fashions of particular periods, and to give them a 
permanence which should counteract more effectually than 
any other measure could, the effect of similar corruptions 
hereafter, (sure to steal in by means of improvised prayers), 
upon the mind and theology of the nation. But that which 
crovned all these services and acts, as the service of Baptism 
lay at the foundation of them all, and that without which all 
the rest are unintelligible, is the service of Communion. The 
prevalence and dignity which our Eeformers gave to this 
word, above all that had been heretofore used to designate the 
Lord's Supper, though not to the disparagement of any one of 
them, is a help in interpreting the nature of our services, and 
as I conceive, the whole idea of Christianity, which seems to 
me unspeakably precious. It at once lifts the mind to this 
one sublime and awfiil thought, that Communion with God in 
the largest and fullest sense of that word, is not an instrument 
of attaining some higher end, but is itself the end to which He 
is leading His creatures, and after which His creatures, in all 
kingdoms, and nations, and languages, — ^by all their schemes 
of religion, by all their studies of philosophy, by art, by science, 
by politics, by watching, by weeping, by struggling, by sub- 
mitting, by wisdom, by folly, in the camp and in the closet, 
in poverty and in riches, in honour and in shame, in health 
and in sickness, are secretly longing and crying, and without 
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irhidi tbc]' CBnnol be uiisfied. For all are Ubouring at 
good or happineu of HHne kind or othflr, and all lealify 
their acta, if nM by thdr worda, that tfaia good miut bo 
•ome aenis or olbet oul oT tbenuelTMi and all lestil; ll 
thia good must aome way or olber be ootmected with Ihei 
m1>», and that Ibey miut becomE capable of panici]ialing 
it^ "WlieTefore there ia mn a aolid purauit or a vain dreu 
recorded in die bialorj nf man, or f«ll by him lu 
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[B] 

By the obliging pCTmiauon of Mr. Moron, the publisher 
Ibe LelUn, Convinelleni. and StcoOictimt 0/ S. T. Col 
aiDOB, I reprinl from that work s ' Letter to a Young Lad 
in which tlie principles which ibould guide a woman In L 
choice of a hualjandj are aet forth by thii great poet and phi] 
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a Toang Lady. 



' If ihere be any one aiibject which it eapecially cooci 
young woman to imderatand, both in itaelf generally, 1 
its application to her own particuLar habiCa and d 
It la THAT or HAaniAQB ; and if there be aQy one nl^e 
of more perplexing delicaoy than any other to adrise « yoai 
woman about, abore all for one of a different aei, and of i 
matlied inequality in respect of age, however tlie atlempc toe 
leem anthoriaed by intimacy and neamesi of kindred ; if tbei 
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be <me that at once attracts by its importance and repels by its 
difficulty, IT IS THAT OF MABRiAOB. To both scxcs, indeed, it 
is a state of deep and awful interest, and to enter into it with- 
out proportionate forethought is in both alike an act of folly and 
selfd^radation. But in a woman, if she have sense and sen- 
sibility enough to deserve the name, it is an act tantamount 
to suicide — for it is a state which, once entered into, fills the 
whole sphere of a woman's moral and personal being, her 
enjoyments and her duties, dismissing none, adding many, 
and modifying all. Even those duties (if such there be) whicli 
it may seem to * leave behind, it does but traiitfer ; say rather, 
it re-imposes and re-consecrates them under yet dearer names 
(though names more dear than those of daughter and sister it 
is not easy to imagine) ; at all events, with obligations addi- 
tionally binding on her conscience, because undertaken by an 
act of her own free will. A woman — ^mark me ! in using that 
term I still have before my mind the idea of womanhood, and 
suppose the individual to possess its characteristic constituents 
—a woman in a single state may be happy and may be mise- 
rable; but most happy, most miserable — these are epithets 
which, Mrith rare exceptions, belong exclusively to a wife. 
The tree of fuU life, and that " whose mortal taste brings 

death" into the heart, these, my dear , grow in the 

probationary Eden of courtship alone. To the many of both 
sexes I am well aware this Eden of matrimony is but a kitchen- 
garden, a thing of profit and convenience, in an even tempera- 
ture between ifidifference and liking ; where the beds, bordered 
with thrift f rcrject all higher attractions than the homely charms 
otmarygold and penny-royal, or wliatcver else is good to boil in 

1 Too often, I fear, on the iiupposed sanction of the tnUtramlated and 
HtUl worse interpreted text. Genesis II, 29. [?] 
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the pot, or to make the pot boil ; or if there be aoght of richer 
fragrance and more delicate hues, it is put or suffered there 

not for the blossom but for the pod. But this, my dear , 

is neither the soil, climate, nor aspect, in which your " heart's- 
ease" or your " herbs of grace" would bloom or burgeon. To 
be happy in marriage life, nay (unless you marry with the 
prospect of sinking into a lower state of moral feeling, and of 
gradually quenching in yourself all hope and all aspiration 
that looks beyond animal comforts and the outside shows of 
worldly respectability), in order not to be miserable, you must 
have a soul-male as well as a house or a yoke-maie ; you must 
have a husband whom before the altar, making yourself at 
that moment distinctly conscious of the presence of the Al- 
mighty God to whom you appeal, you can safely, that is, 
according to your confident belief, grounded on sufficient op. 
portunities of observation, conscientiously vow to love, honouTf 
and respect. With what disgust woidd you not turn from a 
sordid, with what horror would you not recoil from a contagi- 
ous or infectious garment offered to you ? you would not suf- 
fer it to come near your skin. And would yon surrender 
your person, would you blend your whole personality, as far 
as God has put it in your power to do so, all that you call *' I " 
— soul, body, and estate — ^with one, the contagion of whose 
principles, the infection or sordidness of whose habits and con- 
versation you would have to guard against in behalf of your 
own soul ; and the insidious influence of which on the trate 
and spirit of your thoughts, feelings, objects, and unconscioua 
tendencies and manners, would be as the atmosphere in which 
you lived ! Or were the man's character mereljf n^ative in 
these respects, were he only incapable of understanding the 
development of your moral being, including all those minor 
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duties and objects of quiet pursuit and enjoyment which con- 
stitute the moral taste : were he only indifferent to the interest 
you fdt for his and your own salvation, and for the conditions 
ef your re-union in the world to come — still it would be a 
benumbing influence, and the heart may be starved where it is 
neither stabbed nor poisoned. God said that it was not well 
for the human being to be alone ; to be what we ought to be, 
we need support, help, communion in good. What, then, if 
instead of a helpmate we take an obstacle, a daily counterac- 
tion ? But the mere want of what God has rendered necessary 
or most desirable for us is itself an obstacle. Virtue sickens in 
the air of the marshes, loaded with poisonous effluvia; but 
even where the air is merely deficient in the due quantity of its 
vital element, and where there is too little, though what there is 
may be faultless, human virtue lives but a panting and anxious 
life. For as to a young woman's marrying in the hope of 
reforming the man's principles, you will join with me in smil- 
ing at the presumption, or more probably the pretext ; as if 
the man' was likely to appreciate as of very serious importance 
a danger which the wife had not feared to risk on so slender a 
chance, or be persuaded by her to feel as hateful the very quali- 
ties which she had taken to her bosom, as a few weeds in a 
nosegay that she might pick out at leisure. 

* Well (you will perhaps rq)ly), you would have convinced 
me, if I had not been convinced before, of the misery atten- 
dant on an unfit choice, and the criminal folly of a rash and 
careless one. But by what marks am I to distinguish the 
suitable from the unsuitable? What are the criteria, or at least 
the most promising signs of a man likely to prove a good hus- 
band to a good wife? And, as far as you can judge from your 
knowledge of my character, principles, and temper, likely, to 
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Sod bi> bappiDEU in me, and to make me happ; and deiei 
u> be ao? For perrection am be eipecud on neither nde. 
' Most Inu ; and whilst the defecti are both in Ibni 
and thar degree vithin Lbe bounds of that impeifeclion v 
i< common to aU in our preaenl state, the ben and wiseA 
thai a wiTe can adofit, is to regard eien faulij tiiaca u se 
raulta in herself, and yet to bear with the lanie or equii 
faults as tTiSei in her husband. If (he fault ii lemor 






irrleralt gout, t 
though the raiDBequent hectic aboold [ender (he conntei] 
still more winning and beautiful), or of hemiplegia, that i 
palsy on one side. For, ae you will see that I am apes 
figiu^vely, and under the aames of bodily cnnplainti 
really thinking, and meaning you to Ihink, of iaor»\ and i 
tectnal defects and diseases, 1 bare haiorded the 
word " hemipifgia ;'^ as I can conceive no more striking 
appropriate im^e or symbol of a 
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le other and inraiinmbly ; 
precious halfis but half alive, Wighied and insensate, 
for (he prevention of the peritous mistake, into which a 
Booal prepossession is (oo apt (o seduce (he yimng and m 
ageable, and femidcs more often, periiaps, (baa males, fron 
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1134 and confounding vices 
Ly than by attempting to an 
the quatioufl, which I have supposed you to put, over 
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viz. — ^What are the marks, dec, first, generally, and, secondly, 
in particular application to yourself? In the latter I can of 
course only speak conjecturally, except as your outward circum- 
stances and relative duties are concerning; in all else you 
mnst be both querist and respondent. But the former, the 
knowledge of which will be no mean assistance to you in solv- 
ing the latter for your own satisfaction, I think I can answer 
distinctly and clearly ; and with this, therefore, we will begin. 

' You would have reason to regard your sex affironted, if I sup- 
posed it necessary to warn any good woman against open vicious- 
ness in a lover, or avowed indifference to the great principles of 
moral obligation, religious, social, or domestic. 

* By " religious" I do not here mean matters of opinion or dif- 
ferences of belief in points where good and wise men have agreed 
to differ. Religious (in my present use of the word), is but mo- 
rality in reference to all that is permanent and imperishablet 
God and our souls, for instance ; and morality is religion in 
its application to individuals, circumstances, the various rela- 
tions and spheres in which we happen to be placed ; in short, 
to all that is contingent and transitory, and passes away, leav- 
ing no abiding trace but the conscience of having or not having 
done our duty in each. 

' I would fain, if the experience of life would permit me, 
think it no less superfluous to dissuade a woman of common 
foresight and information, from encouraging the addresses of 
one, however unobjectionable or even desirable in all other 
respects, who, she knew, or had good reason to believe, was by 
acquired or hereditary constitution affected by those mournful 
complaints, which, it is well known, are ordinarily transmitted 
to the of&pring, to one or more, or all. But, alas ! it often 
happens, that afiSictions of this nature are united with the 
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higliHl voith, and the mo« winuiag UCnctioni of bead, 
heart, Bod penoa ; an;, ttiU the; oAen «dd to Ibe uUitd good 
qualiUeg of (be iodiiiduiJ m UuAeraem, ■ wiuibilily, > qniiA- 
DCM nf perecftion, and s vincdiy o(pnneipIe, tbM euiBotbat 
coDciliate en inlaeat m behalf of tbipoaeuoi in Itaci&ctiaoa 
of A woman, aOong in proportton lo tho degree in iriuch ihe 
it henelf chuBRteriied b; the ume eii»llBnoie». Hiulf ni 



woniuilT heut,lbi 
in an; gnniid of objecdon an eSacdvt coonUipmM, ■ dttititt 
DegetivB. Yel Ihe rtrnggle muat be nude, end mnM esd in 
the deciuve aol. it posnble, the pierentiTe " no ;" or ill 
clunn to reaenn and oonuience, end to that disdnctiTe eeol 
andtmpreu of divinitj on womanhood, tbeeu'enuJiKnt, mmt 
be abandonedr Tbe probable minfortimea attendant on Ibe 
early death of Ihe head of Ibe fkmilj an Ihe leait (eufiil of 
thi! nmseqnencei that maj ratioaaUf, and Ihemlan oufU 
mnrall)', to be eipetted from such a choice. The naihf't 
angniih, ibe falhtr'' be«rt-wuting Kir^n^mncb, tbe reooQeo- 
ent lost, the light of It] 
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cboieeil bleanngi into wurcea of angnlah and ntjecta of ra- 
mone. I have Men all tbia in more than one miwiable, and 
Mail miwiable becanie amiable and agectionate coople. and 
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picture I baTt hen eihilrited were M inuginerf in ItKif ai 
« nnneccHaiy and the rfi3itf of unprobtUe 
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' Dismissing, therefore, as taken for granted or altogetber inap- 
^ioable, all objections groonded on gross and palpable unfit- 
ness for a state of moral and personal onion and life-long 
interdependence,— and less than this is not marriage, whether 
the onfitness resolt from constitutional or from moral defect or 
derangement : and with these, and only not quite so bad, dis- 
missing too the objections from want of c(Hnpetence, on both 
sides, in worldly means, proportional to their former rank and 
habits ; and yet what worse or more degradingly selfish (yea, 
the very dr^;s and sediment of selfishness, after the more re- 
fined and human portion of it, the sense of aeK-itUerest, has 
been drawn off), what worse, I repeat, can be said of the beasts 
of the fidd, without reflection, without forethought, of whom 
and for yrboae o£^»rii^ nature has taken the responsibility 

firoM much that Coleridge assert* in thi« eloqaeut paragraph. A familiar 
letter mast not be Judged of as though it were an elaborate treatise, and 
this eonsidermtion would of itself make it not onreasonable that (if the case 
■— ed to demand it) we should take with some limitation and qualification, 
the qpinloni which are here given peremptorilj, and without such restric- 
tion. But while I remember well that I (like all mj countrymen in this day) 
owe it to Coleridge's teaching if I have anj clear kno^iHedge of the distinc- 
tkM betweoi the dictates of reason and conscience, and the prudential 
calculations of the understanding, still I must, in all humility, and with 
profonudest rvTerence for his great name, say tliat he seems to me to have 
here himtdf abandoned that distinction, and put duty and prudence together 
Joat in the wtj wliich towards the end of this letter he so finely condemns* 
The question spoken of in this paragraph seems to me to be clearly not a 
q;nesdon of reason and conscience primarily, but of prudence. If so, there is 
BO unhrenal law which can be laid down i^wn it, but each case must be 
Jadgcd of by itself, and In reference to lu own circumstances, though, when 
it liM been so Judged of, it is doubtless required both by reason and con- 
science, tliat the prudential conclusion should be maintained. And the 
proper Judge* of this, a* of all other j»nMlrafl«i matter* relating to maniage, 
are, ftrat and cUeiy, the parent* of the woman, and then the man and hi* 
parents; but surely the le** the woman calculates chance* and conaequcnce* 
on this or any other subject the better.— E. S. 
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upon herself: — putting all these aside, a» too obvions to 
require argument or exposition, I will now pass to those marks 
which too frequently are overlooked, however obvious in them- 
selves they may be ; but which ought to be looked for, and 
looked after by every woman who has ever reflected on the 
words " my future husband" with more than girlish feelings 
and fancies. And if the ahtence of these marks in an indivi. 
dual furnishes a decisive reason for the rqection of his ad- 
dresses, there are others the presence of whidi forms a suffi- 
cient ground for hesitation, and I will b^;in with an instance. 

' When you hear a man making exceptions to any fundamen- 
tal law of duty in favour of some particular pursuit or passion, 
and considering the dictates of honour as neither more nor less 
than motives of selfish prudence in respect of character; in 
other words, as conventional and ever changing regulations, 
the breach of which will, if detected, hUtck-haU the offender, 
and send him to Coventry in that particular rank and daas of 
society of which he was bom or has become a member ; when, 
instead of giving instantaneous and unconditional obedience 
to the original voice from within, a man substitutes for this, 
and listens after, the mere ecV o of the voice from without ; 
his knowledge, I mean of what is commanded by fashion and 
enforced by the foreseen consequences of non-complianoe on 
his worldly reputation (thus I myself heard a buckish clergy- 
man, a clerical Nimrod, at Salisbury, avow, that he would 
cheai his oum father in a horse), then I say, that to smile, 
or shew yourselves smiling-angry, as if a tap with your fan 
was a sufficient punishment, and a ** for shame ! you don't 
think so, I am sure," or ** you should hot say so," a suffident 
reproof, would be an ominous symptom either of your own 
laxity of moral principle and deadness to true honour, and the 
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unspeakable cont^nptibleness of this gentlemanly counterfeit of 
it, or of your abandonment to a blind passion kindled by 
superficial advantages and outside agreeables, and blown and 
fuelled by that most base, and yet frequent thought," one must 
not be over nice, or a woman may say No till no one asks her 
to say Yes." And what does this amount to (with all the other 
pretty common places, as, " What right have / to expect an 
angel in the shape of a man ?" &c. &;c.) but the plain confes- 
sion, " I want to be married, the better the man the luckier 
for me; I have made up my mind to be the mistress of a 
family ; in short, I toant to be married !" 

* Under this head you may safely place all the knowing 
principles of action, so often and so boastingly confessed by 
your clever fellows — ** I take care of number one ; hey, neigh- 
bour: what say you?" — " Each for himself, and God for us 
all : that's my maxim." And likewise, as the very same essen- 
tially, though in a more dignified and seemly form, the prin- 
ciple of determining whether a thing is right or wrong, by its 
Bupi)osed consequences. 

' There are men who let their life pass away without a single 
effort to do good, either to friend or neighbour, to their country 
or their religion, on the strength of the question — " What 
good will it do ?" But woe to the man who is incapable of 
feeling, that the greatest possible good he can do for himself or 
for others, is to do his duty and to leave the consequences to 
God. But it will be answered, " How can we ascertain that 
it is our duty but by weighing the probable consequences ? 
Besides, no one can act without motives; and all motives 
must at last have respect to the agent's own self-interest, and 
that is the reason why Meligion is so useful^ because it carries 
on our self-interest beyond the grave !" 
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* O my dear ! 80 many worthy persons, who vealfy, 

though onconscioosly, both act from, and are actuated by 
far nobler impulses, are educated to talk in this language, that 
I dare not expose the folly, turpitude, immorality, aadimligum 
of this system, without premising the necessity of trying to disu 
cover, previous to your forming a fixed opinion respecting the 
true character of the individuals from whmn you may have 
heard declaratioas of this kind, whether the sentiments proceed 
from the tongue only, or at worst, from a misinstructed under- 
standing, or axe the native growth of his heart 



'S.T.C 
Letten. 4w. voL II, pp. 8&— 101. 



[C] 

I owe to the friend, to whom I have already acknowledged 
my debts, this distinction, marked by the two names. Cheva- 
lier or mUer — the man on the war-horse, and Knight — the 
Kervant (knecht) : a distinction which will appear fanciful or 
unimportant to no one who has drunk into the ^irit of the 
tales and chr(Hiicles in which the age of chivalry is portrayed, 
and which has the greater interest for us Englishmen because 
we alone chose the latter name, and because we can connect 
therewith the fact that history and romance agree in awarding 
the palm of chivalry to Britain ; the chevalier of France or 
Spain could equal the knight of England as little in prowess 
as in courtesy .1 Nor will such an one need that I should prove 

1 For proof of thk the reMlcr i« referred to MUlt't HUtorg q/* CAhra/fy. 
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that this character of the Servant of all men was the ideal 
which the true Knight set before himself for contemplation 
and realization, though it is perhaps worth while to say a few 
words to disabuse the minds of those who fancy that knights- 
errant were only the dandies and coxcombs of their day, and 
that they had that sort of gentility which prides itself upon 
despising all that are not bom into their diqae It is not to 
be denied that these knights, being bat men, had all the pas- 
sions and prejudices which men have still, nor that in those half- 
savage and half-heathen times the various bad feelings which 
still taint our several social relations were even under less 
strong or habitual controul than now ; but he is a poor philo- 
sopher who thinks that the defects of an age can ever be its 
characteristics, as he would be a poor sculptor who drew his 
ideal of the human figure from the clumsy and ill-shaped men, 
because they are so many more than the perfectly formed. 
Take for instance Froissart's story of the taking of Calais. It 
was not because Edward was a knight, and Eustace St. Pierre 
and his fellows only burgesses, that he ordered them to be put 
to death, but because he idlowed his passion and desire of re- 
venge to get the better of his knightly spirit: and accord- 
ingly we find that Sir Walter of Manny, himself one of ' the 
sovereigns of chivalry,' as Froissart says elsewhere, remon- 
strated with the king in words that showed how unknightly 
he thought the deed, (to which he applies the term villainy , 
which always means the entire contrary to gentleness or knight- 
hood, in the language of those times), and how true his respect 
and sympathy for the burgesses. But I will give the story as 
it stands : — 

'After the French king was thus departed from Sangate, 
they within Calais saw well how their succour failed tbe,m^ C<;yc 
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the whidi they^ were in great sorrow. Then they denred ao 
modi their captain, Sir John of Vyen^that he went to the walla 
of the town, and made a sign to speak with some person of the 
host When the king heard thereof, he sent thither Sir Walter 
of Manny and Sir Basset: then Sir John of Vyen sakL to 
them, Sirs, ye be right valiant knights in deeds of arms, and ye 
know well how the king, my master, hath sent me and other 
to this town, and commanded as to keep it to his behoof,in tnck 
wise that we take no blame, nor to hhn no damage ; and we have 
done all that lieth in oar power. Now oar soooooxs hath failed 
us, and we be so sore strained that we have not to live withall, 
but that we most all die, or else enrage for fSamine, without the 
noble and gentle king of yours will take mercy on us : the which 
to do we require you to desire him to have pity on U8,aiid to 
let us go and depart as we be, and let him take the town andcaa- 
Ue, and all the goods that be therein, the which is great abund- 
ance. Then Sir Walter of Manny said, Sir, we know somewhat 
of the intention of the king our master, for he hath shewed it un- 
to us ; surely know for truth it is mrt his mind that ye nor ibsy 
within the town should depart so, for it is his will that ye all 
should put youselves into his pure will to ransom all such as 
pleaseth him, and to put to death aacb. as he list : for th^ of 
Calais hath done him such contraries and despites, and hath 
caused him to dispend so much good, and lost so many of hia 
men, that he is sore grieved against them. Then the captain 
said, Sir, this is too hard a matter to us; we are here within a 
email sort of knights and equiree, who hath truly served the 
king our master as well as ye serve yours in like case, 
and we have endured much pain and unease : but we ehall yet 
endure as much pain as ever knights did rather than wnsent 
that the worst lad in the town should have any more epil Uuus 
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the ffnaiett cfwatt: therefore, Sir, we pray yon that of your 
homility, yet that ye will go and speak to the king of England, 
and desire him to have pi^ of us, for we trust in him so much 
gentleness that by the grace of God bis purpose shall change. 
Sir Walter of Manny and Sir Basset returned to the king, and 
declared to bim all that bad he&a. said. Tbe king said be 
would n<me otherwise, but tbat they should yield them up 
simply to bis pleasure. Then Sir Walter said, Sir, saving your 
displeasure in this, ye may be in the wrong, for ye shall give 
by this an evil example : if ye send any of us your servants 
into any fortress, we will not be very g^ad to go if ye put any 
of them in the town to death after they be yielded, for in like- 
wise they will deal with us if the case fell like : the which 
words divers other lords that were there present sustained and 
maintained. Then the king said, Sirs, I will not be alone 
i^painst you all ; therefore. Sir Walter of Manny ye shall g* 
and say to the captain, that all the grace that he shall find ntow 
in me is, that they let six of the chief burgesses of the town 
come out bare-headed, bare-footed, and bare-legged, amd in 
their shirts, with halters about their necks, with the keys of the 
town and castle in their hands, and let them six yield themself 
pnrdy to my will, and the residue I will take to mercy. Then 
Sir Walter returned, and found Sir John of Vyen still on the 
wall, abiding for an answer : then Sir Walter shewed him all 
the grace he could get of the king. Well, quoth Sir John, Sir, 
I require you tarry here a certain space till I go into the town, 
and shew this to the commons of the town, who sent me hither. 
Then Sir John went unto the market-place and sounded the 
common bell; then, incontinent, men and women assonbled 
there; then the caphun made report of all that be had done; 
and said. Sirs, it will be none otherwise, therefore now take 
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adnce, and make a short answer. Then all the peoi^e began 
to weq> and to make such sorrow, that there was not so hard a 
heart if they had seen them but that would have had great pity 
of them; t?u captain hinuelf wept pite<nt»ly. At last, the 
most rich burgess of all the town, called Ewstaoe of Saint 
Peters, rose up and said openly, Sirs, great and small, great 
miachief it should be to 8u£fer to die such people as be in this 
town, either by famine or otherwise, when there is a mean to 
save them : I think he or they should have great merit of oar 
Lord God that might keep them from such mischief: as for my 
part, I have so good trust in our Lord God, that if I die in the 
quarrel to save the residue, that God would pardon me ; where- 
fore to save them I will be the first to put my life in jeopardy. 
When he had thus said, every man worshipped* him, and 
divers kneeled down at his feet with sore weeping and sore 
sighs. Then another honest burgess rose and said, I will keqf> 
company with my gossip Ewstace: he was called John Dayre. 
Then rose up Jaques of Wyssant, who was rich in goods and 
heritage ; he said also, that he would hold company with hi 
two cousins in likewise : so did Peter of Wyssant his brother 
and then rose two others ; they said they would do the sam« 
Then they went and apparelled themselves as the king desire 
Then the captain went with them to the gate : there was grc 
lamentation made of men, women, and children, at their depe 
ing. Then the gate was opened, and he issued out with * 
six burgesses, and cloi«ed the gate again, so that they vi 
between the gate and the barriers. Then he said to Sir Wf 
of Manny, Sir, I deliver here to you, as captain of Calais 
the whole consent of all the people of the town, these six 

1 This we of the word ttonhip wUl iUiutrate its meaning in the Mi 
Service. 



APPBNOIX. 153 



gesaes ; and I swear to yoa truly, that tbey be and were to-day 
most honourable, ridi, and most notable burgesses of all the 
town o( Calais ; wherefore, gentle knight, I require you pray 
the king to have mercy on them, that they die not Quoth Sir 
Walter, I cannot say what the kii^ will do, but I shall do for 
them the best I can. Then the barriers were qpened, the six 
burgesses went towards the king, and the captain entered again 
into the town. When Sir Walter presented these burgesses to 
the king, they kneeled down, and hdd up thdr hands and said, 
(Jentk king, bdiold here we six, who were burgesses of Calais, 
and great merchants : we have brought to you the k^s of the 
town and of the castle, and we submit onrself clearly into your 
will and jdeasuie, to save the residue of the people of Calais 
who have suffered great pain : Sir, we beseech your grace to 
have mercy and pity upon us through your high nobless. Then 
all the earli and barontf and other that were there, wept for 
pity. The king looked felly on them, for greatly he hated 
the people of Calais, for the great damage and displeasures they 
had done him on the sea before. Then he commanded their 
heads to be stricken off: then every man required the king for 
mercy, but he would hear no man in that behalf. Then Sir 
Walter cf Manny taid, Oh noble king, for GoSt take refrain 
your courage ; ye have the name of sovereign noblest, there- 
fore now do not a thing that should blemish toub 

B£N0WN, nor to GIVE C408B TO SOME TO SPEAK OF YOV VIL- 
LAINT ; BTEBT MAN WILL SAf IT IS A GBBAT CBUBLTf tO put 

to death such honest persons, who by their own wills put them- 
selves into your grace to save their company. Then the king 
wryed away firom him, and commanded to send for the hang^ 
man, and said, they of Calais had caused many of my men to 
be »lain, wherefore these shall be slain in likewise. Then the 
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qaeen, being gp«atwith child, kneeled down, and sore weeping 
said, Ah gentle Sir, sith I passed the sea in great peril, I have 
desired nothing of yon; therefore now I humbly reqaire you, 
in the honour of the Son of the Virgin Mary, and for the love 
of me, that ye will take mercy of these six burgesses. The king 
beheld the queen, and stood still in a study a space, and then 
said, Ah Dame, I would ye had been as now in some other 
place, ye make such request to me that I cannot deny you ; 
wherefore I give them to you, to do your pleasure with them. 
Then the queen caused them to be brought into her chamber, 
and made the halters to be taken fiom their necks, and caused 
them to be new clothed, and gave them their dinner at their 
leisure ; and then she gave each of them six nobles, and made 
them to be brought out of the host in safeguard, and set at their 
liberty/ ^ I suppose I need hardly observe, that any histo- 
rical doubts as to this story cannot affect its accuracy as a 
picture of the spirit and manners of the times. 
Take again Chaucer's description of the Knight : 

A knight there was, and that a worthy man. 
That fro the time that he first b^an 
To riden out, he loved chivalrie. 
Truth and hono6r, freedom and courtesie. 
Full worthy was he in his lordes war. 
And thereto had he ridden, no man far, 
As well in Christendom as in Heathenesse, 
And ever honoured for his worthinesse : — 

Then, after recounting the various proofs of his worth (or 

1 Sfr John Froiuart'$ Chroufclet. . tran$tatei out of Frencke into omn 
matemall Englfuhe tongue, bg John Bouekier, kufghte, lord* Bemtnt «l 
the eommaundement of our mo$t hfghe rerouted aoverapgne lord* Ayv* 
Henrge the viii., ^e. Thefirtte volum, ehaptre arlvi. i reprinted in 18U. 
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▼alour) from the time he first began to riden out, Chaucer 
proceeds — 

And though that he was worthy he was wise, 
And of his port as meek as is a maid. 
He never yet no villainy ne said 
In all his life unto no manner wight. 
He was a very perfect gentle knight. 

And so of the knight's son and squire, we read. 

Courteous he was, lowly, and serviceable, 

which must refer to his general demeanour — not to his equals 
but — ^to the company he was with, of whom hardly any can 
have been of gentle birth. 

Neither can I find that Amadis or Pahnerin, Launcelot or 
Tristram, the Red Cross knight or Sir Guyon, Froda or Sir 
Folko of Mountfauco, never exhibited any of this hatred or con- 
tempt for those who were not of gentle blood like themselves, 
still less that they thought it a part of their knightly character 
so to do. I am the more desirous to set the age and tales of chi. 
valry in their true light because I think the reverence and love 
for them to be among the chief means of cultivating that true 
spirit of a Christian gentleman which it has been my endea- 
vour to show the importance of in reference to marriage. It 
seems to me that chivalry romances and poems ought to be 
put into the hands of all boys, before the time has past when 
they can enjoy such things with an imagination not yet checked 
by the questionings and calculations of the understanding. 
Not that this should be substituted for any other part of their 
education, nor that it should form any lai^ portion of it, but 
that they should have some admission into those fields, there to 
browse ' at their own sweet will.* I hesitate to speak posi- 
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lively of the propriety of pnttiogAfofie d^ Arthur into the hands 
of boys, since there is certainly some groond for Roger 
Atcham's censure of it (quoted by Soathey in a note to his edi- 
tion of this romance) as a book ' in which those be counted the 
noblest knights that doe kill most men without any quarrel, 
and commit the fbwlest adultries by subtlest shifts/ and in 
which there is much false morality derived from that ' papis- 
try which as a standing poole covered and overflowed all 
England ;' though in the particular instances I know of boys 
reading this book (and I can refer to several),! can confidently 
say of it what Southey (in the note referred to) says generally—- 
' notwithstanding the severity, and in some d^pree the truth of 
this censure, I believe that books of chivalry instead of in- 
creasing the corruption of the age, tended very greatly to raise 
the standard of morals.' But at least this objection will not 
apply to the Romances of Amadis of Oaul, and Palmerin of 
E ngl an d ,as revised by Southey, nor to Spencer's Faerie Queeoe, 
nor to the Tales of La Motte Fouque several of whidi have 
been translated into Eng^iish.i And while it becomes me to 
speak still more diffidendy respecting girls than boys, I do not 
hesitate to say of these works of Fouque that they exhibit alike ■ 
the fieminine and manly ideals of character in entire purity of 
thou^t and word, and that the English maiden may there 
study the virtues and graces of the Christian Knight and the 
Christian Lady with certain and unqualified profit and delig^ 



/ 



1 The MagU Ring, Undine, Simtrmm, jMtmg^i Knight f— the iMt is to bf 
fooad in Vol. I, of the ' Spedmeiu of Gennan Romance.' Fooqn^ was f 
Genaan Baron who died a few jrean lince, having prored himtelf no len ( 
Chrlitlan hnight in his lif^-4n peace and in war— than anj of those old hf 
roes wliose Tirtaes and prowess he delighted to tell of. Bufce too 
great lover of chiralry tales. 
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